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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


GOD'S  WAY  OF  REDEEMING  THE 
WORLD. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Foster,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  Gospels  record  what  our  Lord  did 
in  laying  the  foundation  of  man’s  redemp- 
tion in  His  incarnation,  life,  death  and 
resurrection.  The  Acts  record  what  He 
did  by  His  Spirit  in  the  Church,  begin- 
ning to  build  upon  the  foundation.  The 
great  principles  upon  which  the  work  is 
conducted  are  embodied  in  the  Church’s 
commission:  “All  power  in  heaven  and 

in  earth  is  given  unto  Me ; go  ye  therefore 
and  teach  all  nations  to  observe  all  things 
whatsoever  I have  commanded  you.  And 
ye  are  my  witnesses  both  in  Jerusalem, 
and  in  all  Judea  and  Samaria,  and  unto 
the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.  But 
tarry  ye  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem  until  ye 
be  endued  with  power  from  on  high, 
after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon 
you.” 

The  Church’s  work  in  evangelizing  the 
world  depends  upon  the  universal  me- 
diatorial dominion  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

Rev.  A.  B.  Bruce,  D.D.,  Professor  of 
Theology  in  Free  Church  College,  Glas- 
gow, in  his  book,  “The  Training  of  the 
Twelve,”  points  out  that  our  Lord,  in  the 
choice  He  made,  the  call  He  gave,  and 
the  way  He  taught  the  twelve,  who  were 
not  men  of  marked  ability  with  possibly 
three  exceptions,  and  one  of  whom  was 


possessed  of  the  devil,  revealed  the  wis- 
dom with  which  He  exercised  His  Kingly 
authority.  In  the  training  of  the  im- 
petuous, fickle  Peter,  much  had  to  be  for- 
given, and  this  drew  Peter  to  His  Master. 
On  the  day  of  Pentecost  he  is  first  to  pro- 
claim the  enthronement  of  the  Lord.  “Be- 
ing exalted  by  the  right  hand  of  power, 
Christ  hath  shed  forth  this.”  The  Master 
visited  Peter  in  prison,  loosed  the  chains 
from  his  hands  and  feet,  opened  the  inner 
and  outer  doors  of  the  prison  and  gave 
him  liberty.  Peter  opened  the  gospel  door 
to  the  Jews.  “He  has  been  exalted  to 
God’s  right  hand  to  give  repentance  to 
Israel  and  the  forgiveness  of  sins.”  The 
Master  also  prepared  Peter,  by  the  vision 
of  the  great  sheet  let  down  by  the  four 
corners  from  heaven,  full  of  four- 
footed  beasts  and  creeping  things,  to  open 
the  gospel  door  to  the  Gentiles  also.  And 
when  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  upon  Cornelius’ 
household,  Peter  was  ready  to  testify  in 
the  Council  at  Jerusalem  that  the  Gentiles 
as  well  as  the  Jews  were  to  be  saved  by 
grace.  But  Peter’s  Jewish  habits  were  too 
strong  for  him.  At  Antioch  he  discrimi- 
nated against  the  Gentile  converts,  and  in 
favor  of  Jewish  converts.  And  Paul 
“withstood  him  to  the  face,  because  he  was 
to  blame.”  Another  must  be  raised  up  to 
carry  the  gospel  to  the  Gentiles. 

Stephen,  the  deacon  and  evangelist,  a 
man  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  was  raised  up 
to  proclaim  the  world-wide  mission  of  the 
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Church  to  the  Jewish  Sanhedrin  at  Jeru- 
salem. But  the  Council  gnashed  on  him 
with  their  teeth,  when  steadfastly  behold- 
ing, they  saw  his  face  as  it  had  been  the 
face  of  an  angel.  And  when  they  led  him 
out,  he  saw  heaven  open  and  the  Son  of 
Man  standing  on  the  right  hand  of  God. 
The  enthroned  Master  had  risen  from  His 
throne  in  His  interest  in  His  faithful  and 
true  witness. 

A young  man  whose  name  was  Saul 
heard  Stephen’s  testimony.  He  had  been 
graduated  from  the  university  in  Tarsus. 
He  had  been  brought  up  at  the  feet  of 
Gamaliel.  He  was  a member  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  gave  his  vote  against  Stephen,  and 
held  the  garments  of  the  young  men  who 
stoned  Stephen.  He  was  authorized  to 
arrest  and  imprison  Christians.  He  perse- 
cuted them  even  unto  strange  cities,  being 
exceedingly  mad  against  them.  But  Jesus 
met  him  before  Damascus  and  demanded 
unconditional  surrender.  And  he  became 
Christ’s  prisoner,  the  “prisoner  of  the 
spear  point.”  And  he  received  his  com- 
mission from  the  Lord  to  go  to  the  Gen- 
tiles. And  the  fact  that  he  had  perse- 
cuted the  Church  was  the  “thorn  in  the 
flesh,”  goading  him  on  to  a breakneck 
speed  in  his  three  missionary  tours 
through  Cyprus,  Asia  Minor,  Macedonia 
and  Achaia.  During  these  twenty  years 
there  was  little  time  for  reflection  and  per- 
sonal improvement.  So  the  Master  put 
him  in  the  prison  at  Csesarea  for  two 
years,  and  two  more  years  at  Rome.  Dur- 
ing these  years  he  testified  before  kings 
and  governors,  converted  his  guards,  min- 
istered to  his  visiting  friends,  and  wrote 
letters  to  the  churches,  which  were  filled 
with  the  ripe  fruits  of  his  communion 
with  God.  These  two  prison  periods  were 
interlarded  by  a sea  voyage  and  shipwreck 
on  Malta,  which  was  one  of  his  most  valu- 
able experiences.  Though  a prisoner,  he 
had  a firm  grip  upon  the  heart  of  the 


Centurion  who  had  him  in  charge.  They 
were  hindered  by  headwinds  from  the 
start,  and  their  progress  by  tacking  about 
was  slow.  At  Myra  they  changed  vessels, 
entering  a merchant  ship  of  500  tons,  hav- 
ing 276  persons  aboard.  The  wind  in- 
creased in  violence  until  they  reached  Fair 
Havens.  Here  Paul  advised  to  winter.  It 
was  the  season  when  violent  storms  arose, 
after  the  J ewish  fast.  Perhaps  he  had  in- 
timation from  God  that  danger  was  ahead. 
But  he  was  disregarded,  and  they  weighed 
anchor.  Scarcely  had  they  left  shelter 
when  a violent  cyclone  caught  them  in 
its  teeth.  The  vessel  could  not  bear  up, 
but  scudded  before  the  storm  under  the 
lee  of  Clauda.  Here  they  took  in  the  life- 
boat they  had  been  towing,  and  under- 
girded the  ship,  wrapping  it  about  with 
ropes.  The  next  day  they  threw  overboard 
part  of  the  cargo,  and  the  third  day  the 
furniture  and  extra  ropes  and  spars.  But 
if  they  continued  to  scud  before  the  storm 
they  would  be  on  the  rocks  of  North 
Africa  before  forty-eight  hours.  So  they 
turned  the  ship  about  six  points  to  the 
wind  and  allowed  her  to  drift.  During 
the  next  eleven  days  they  drifted,  at  the 
rate  of  a mile  and  a half  an  hour.  In  the 
fourteen  days  they  would  drift  about  480 
miles,  the  distance  from  Clauda  to  Malta. 
During  that  time  neither  sun  appeared  by 
day  nor  stars  by  night. 

“They  mount  to  heaven,  then  to  the  depth 
they  do  go  down  again ; 

They  reel  and  stagger  like  one  drunk,  at 
their  wit’s  end  they  be.” 

But  God  appeared  to  Paul  in  a vision, 
and  assured  him  that  all  on  board  should 
be  saved.  Then  Paul  addressed  those  with 
him.  He  reminded  them  that  he  had 
warned  them  not  to  loose  from  Crete,  be- 
cause this  harm  and  loss  was  before  them. 
And  now  he  had  a message  of  good  cheer 
“from  God,  Whose  he  was  and  Whom  he 
served”  that  not  one  should  be  lost.  Now 
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all  this  was  intended  to  teach  us  the  way 
in  which  Jesus  exercises  His  mediatorial 
dominion  in  the  interests  of  His  Church. 
He  prepared  Augustine  and  Calvin  to 
state  the  doctrines  of  His  holy  Word,  and 
Luther  and  Knox  to  advocate  them.  He 
raised  up  Wesley  and  Whitefield  and  Fin- 
ney and  Moody  to  awaken  a sleeping 
Church.  He  sent  Carey  to  India,  Morri- 
son and  McKay  to  China,  Judson  to  Bur- 
mah,  Paton  to  New  Hebrides,  Livingstone 
to  Africa,  Hamlin  to  Turkey  and  Brainard 
to  the  American  Indians.  Human  society 
is  compared  to  the  sea.  And  our  Lord 
has  raised  adverse  winds  and  many 
storms,  so  that  the  ark  has  been  hindered 
and  rocked  and  tossed  during  /all  the 
Christian  centuries.  The  first  three  cen- 
turies were  the  period  of  formation,  then 
the  Word  ran  speedily.  And  in  every  na- 
tion those  that  feared  God  and  wrought 
righteousness  were  gathered  out  for  a peo- 
ple unto  Himself.  And  at  length  pagan- 
ism went  down  and  Christianity  ascended 
the  throne  of  the  Csesars.  But  this  was 
followed  by  ten  centuries  of  deformation. 
The  “dark  ages”  were  almost  without  sun 
or  moon  or  stars.  The  billows  of  persecu- 
tion, the  stormy  tempest  of  wars  and 
revolutions  allowed  the  people  of  God  no 
rest.  The  Church  of  Rome,  the  beast  with 
seven  heads  and  ten  horns,  that  came  up 
out  of  the  sea,  devoured  the  saints  of  the 
Most  High. 

But  the  time  for  the  Reformation  came. 
God  spake  and  Luther  was.  When  he 
nailed  his  ninety-five  theses  to  the  door 
of  the  Wittenberg  Cathedral,  Oct.  31, 
1517,  the  Reformation  dawned.  But  de- 
ism in  England,  infidelity  in  France  and 
rationalism  in  Germany  hindered  the 
Church.  It  is  only  one  hundred  years 
since  she  recognized  her  responsibility  for 
preaching  the  gospel  to  every  creature. 
What  wonders  the  reigning  Mediator  has 
wrought  during  that  century  ! The  origi- 


nal gift  of  tongues  is  compensated  for  in 
the  mastery  of  all  the  important  languages 
by  the  missionaries  and  the  translation  of 
all  the  Bible  into  300  of  the  greatest,  used 
by  1,200,000,000  of  the  population  of  the 
world,  parts  of  it  into  600  languages,  leav- 
ing 1,000  languages  used  by  300,000,000 
people  without  the  Bible.  The  door  of 
every  nation  under  heaven  has  been  opened 
to  the  missionary.  The  annual  contribu- 
tion for  missions  reaches  $25,000,000. 
There  are  10,000  ordained  missionaries, 
•with  50,000  helpers.  Again  and  again  the 
Master  has  sent  His  Spirit  to  awaken  His 
people  to  a sense  of  their  opportunities  and 
obligations.  In  1800,  again  in  1857,  and 
again  in  1875,  He  revived  His  work  and 
stimulated  the  relaxed  energies  of  the 
Church.  The  Christian  Endeavor  move- 
ment was  the  Spirit’s  effort  to  awaken  the 
Church.  But  after  fifteen  years  it  is  in 
danger  of  becoming  only  a dress  parade 
movement.  In  1886  “the  Students’  Volun- 
teer Movement”  was  inaugurated.  The 
fourth  quadrennial  convention  was  held  in 
Toronto,  Canada,  Feb.  26  to  March  2, 
1902.  Their  motto  is,  “World-wide  Evan- 
gelization the  Urgent  Business  of  the 
Church.”  “The  purpose  of  these  gather- 
ings is  to  bring  together  carefully  selected 
delegations  of  students  and  professors 
from  all  important  institutions  of  North 
America,  and  the  leaders  of  the  mission- 
ary enterprise,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
to  consider  the  great  problem  of  the  evan- 
gelization of  the  world,  and  unitedly  to 
resolve  to  undertake,  in  His  strength, 
greater  things  for  the  extension  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Christ.”  There  were  2,957 
delegates  at  the  Toronto  convention,  repre- 
senting 465  institutions.  There  are  1,000 
institutions  with  an  aggregate  of  200,000 
students,  which  they  seek  to  awaken.  This 
is  one  of  the  signs  of  the  times.  It  is  the 
sound  of  goings  in  the  tops  of  the  mul- 
berry trees.  But  how  slow  the  Church  is 
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to  set  her  sails ! How  little  the  sails  are 
filled  with  the  wind  ! How  much  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Church  is  hindered ! How 
great  the  storms ! The  work  in  China 
was  almost  paralyzed  by  the  Boxer  move- 
ment. The  work  in  South  Africa  was  ar- 
rested by  the  Boer  war.  The  work  in 
South  America  is  kept  back  by  chronic 
anarchy.  The  work  in  the  Philippines  is 
almost  defeated  by  the  presence  of  “the 
scarlet-colored  beast,”  upon  which  “the 
great  whore  sitteth,”  who  is  enticing 
American  politicians  “to  drink  the  cup  of 
her  fornication.”  But  Christ  is  upon  the 
throne.  And  He  must  reign  until  all  His 
enemies  be  made  His  footstool.  The  Son 
of  Man  sits  upon  the  cloud,  and  a sharp 
sickle  is  in  His  hand.  He  will  thrust  in 
the  sickle,  the  earth  shall  be  reaped,  the 
winepress  shall  be  trodden  and  blood  shall 
flow  even  to  the  horse  bridles.  And  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  become  the 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  of  His  Christ, 
and  He  shall  reign  forever  and  ever. 

The  Church’s  work  is  to  be  carried  for- 
ward by  the  peaceful  method  of  witness- 
bearing. It  was  God’s  original  purpose 
that  this  world  should  be  ruled  by  a per- 
fect man.  Adam  was  placed  here  as  the 
king  of  the  earth.  “Have  dominion”  was 
the  original  grant.  But  the  condition  of 
his  holding  this  authority  was  his  entire 
loyalty  to  God  as  Sovereign.  The  fruit  of 
the  tree  of  knowledge  was  the  test  of  his 
loyalty.  He  failed  to  obey.  The  scepter 
fell  from  his  hand  and  his  tempter,  Satan, 
seized  it.  He  is  “the  god  of  this  world.” 
“The  whole  world  lieth  in  the  wicked  one.” 
But  it  was  not  God’s  purpose  that  a fallen 
angel  should  govern  this  world.  The 
original  design  must  be  realized.  Accord- 
ingly God  sent  His  Son,  who  became  the 
Son  of  Man.  He  met  Satan  in  the  tempta- 
tions of  the  wilderness,  in  those  possessed 
with  devils,  in  His  disciples  hypnotized 
by  him,  casting  him  out,  and  on  His 


cross  where  He  destroyed  the  works  of  the 
devil.  Satan  was  the  strong  man  who  held 
the  house  of  this  world.  Christ  was  the 
stronger  man  who  bound  him  and  spoiled 
his  house.  Our  Lord  came  up  from  the 
cross  and  the  grave  leading  Satan  as  His 
captive.  “He  spoiled  principalities  and 
powers  and  made  a show  of  them  openly, 
triumphing  over  them  in  His  cross.”  And 
“He  shall  bruise  Satan  under  the  feet  of 
His  people  shortly.”  Our  Lord  fulfilled 
all  righteousness  in  becoming  obedient 
unto  death,  even  the  death  of  His  cross. 
He  was  the  witness  to  these  things  while 
here.  But  after  His  ascension  His  people 
became  His  witnesses.  And  as  He  con- 
quered by  His  authoritative  word  and  by 
His  death  upon  the  cross,  so  they  are  to 
overcome  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  and 
by  the  word  of  their  testimony. 

In  the  prophecy  of  Daniel  the  world 
powers  are  represented  as  beasts,  the 
lion,  the  leopard,  the-  bear,  and  the 
nondescript  with  seven  heads  and  ten 
horns.  But  the  Messiah  is  the  Son 
of  Man  clothed  with  all  authority 
and  power.  They  represent  brute  force, 
and  compel  obedience  by  force  of  arms. 
But  He  invites  and  persuades  sinners  to 
accept  His  great  salvation.  “I  beseech 
you,  therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies 
of  God  that  ye  present  your  bodies  a liv- 
ing sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto  God, 
which  is  your  spiritual  service.”  The 
mercy  of  God  in  Christ  focalizes  the 
divine  love  until  it  is  a burning  flame  in 
the  sinner’s  heart.  It  is  the  only  magnet 
sufficiently  powerful  to  draw  the  sinner 
to  God.  It  is  the  only  cord  strong  enough 
to  bind  the  beast  in  every  human  soul. 
The  man,  possessed  with  devils  whose 
name  was  legion  and  who  lived  in  the 
tombs,  had  often  been  bound  with  chains, 
but  he  broke  them.  Only  the  Son  of  Man 
could  cast  out  the  devil.  All  human 
forces  are  like  the  cords  with  which  they 
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bound  Samson,  only  tow  in  the  flame.  The 
love  of  Christ  constraineth  ns.  God  calls 
the  sinner  and  pleads  with  him  to  come 
and  be  saved.  He  “prays  him  with  much 
entreaty  to  receive  His  gift”  of  eternal 
life.  And  Christ’s  messengers  are  to  voice 
His  love  and  sympathy  for  lost  sinners. 
“Now  then  we  are  ambassadors  for  Christ, 
as  though  God  did  beseech  you  by  us ; we 
pray  you  in  Christ’s  stead,  be  ye  reconciled 
to  God.”  The  Covenanter  Church  has  the 
high  calling  of  Christ’s  witness  to  the 
truth.  She  testifies  to  Christ’s  prophetic 
office,  revealing  to  us  by  His  word  and 
Spirit  the  will  of  God  for  our  salvation; 
to  His  pontific  office,  in  that  He  died  for 
our  sins  and  intercedes  for  us  before  God ; 
and  to  His  Kingly  office,  in  that  He  does 
His  “strange  work”  of  punishing  ungod- 
ly nations  by  judgments,  and  rides  forth 
on  the  white  horse,  followed  by  the  armies 
of  heaven  on  white  horses,  conquering  sin- 
ners by  the  two-edged  sword  which  goeth 
forth  out  of  His  mouth,  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit,  which  is  the  Word  of  God.  The 
march  has  been  long  and  tedious  and  diffi- 
cult. The  archers  have  shot  at  us  and 
many  have  fallen.  Some  have  deserted 
the  ranks  and  gone  back.  The  nights  have 
been  cold  and  dark,  and  the  days  stormy. 
The  distress  of  nations  is  witnessed  every- 
where. Men’s  hearts  fail  them  for  fear. 
But  the  Master  still  goes  before  us.  The 
mountains  are  full  of  horses  and  chariots 
of  fire  round  about  us.  More  are  they  that 
be  with  us  than  all  they  that  be  with  them. 
The  Master  bids  us  be  of  good  cheer.  “This 
is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the  world, 
even  your  faith.” 

The  Church’s  efficiency  depends  upon 
the  infilling  of  the  people  with  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Our  Lord  was  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost.  By  the  Spirit  He  cast  out  devils, 
preached  the  word,  raised  the  dead,  offered 
Himself  a sacrifice  on  the  cross,  arose 
from  the  dead  and  ascended  to  glory.  By 


His  Spirit  the  apostles  preached  Christ  to 
the  perishing  and  led  them  to  the  cross. 
And  by  the  Holy  Ghost  the  Church  to- 
day must  beseech  men  to  be  saved.  Bishop 
J.  M.  Thobum,  D.D.,  spoke  in  the  To- 
ronto convention  on  “Spiritual  Men 
Needed  for  Spiritual  Work  in  Missions.” 
He  said : “In  the  first  place,  only  a man 
whose  mind  is  pervaded  by  the  immediate 
personal  presence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  can 
reveal  Christ  to  those  seeking  him.  The 
first  great  work  which  we  have  in  any  mis- 
sion field  is  that  of  making  Christ  known 
to  the  people.  It  is  one  thing  to  preach 
Christ;  it  is  quite  another  thing  to  teach 
one  who  is  inquiring  the  way,  how  Christ 
can  be  revealed  to  him  as  He  was  to  the 
disciples  in  primitive  times.  You  will 
remember  the  words  of  the  great  apostle, 
‘When  it  pleased  God  * * * to  re- 

veal His  Son  in  me.’  And  Jesus,  you  will 
remember,  said  in  defining  life  eternal, 
‘This  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might  know 
Thee’ — not  Relieve  on  Thee’ — ‘that  they 
might  know  Thee,  the  only  true  God,  and 
Jesus  Christ,  Whom  Thou  hast  sent.’ 
Every  man  should  know  Christ.  I have 
no  doubt  in  my  own  mind,  that  the  su- 
preme purpose  which  was  served  when  the 
personal  presence  of  Jesus  was  withdrawn 
from  this  world,  was  that  the  local  might 
become  universal.  Our  Saviour  looked 
forward  to  the  day  when,  instead  of  walk- 
ing among  the  villages  of  Galilee,  He 
would  walk  up  and  down  among  the  na- 
tions. If  I did  not  have  a supreme  assur- 
ance that  He  was  standing  by  my  side  this 
morning,  I should  feel  unprepared  to 
stand  before  you.  We  must  go  among  all 
nations  and  proclaim  not  only  that  the 
risen  Son  of  God  is  alive  from  the  dead, 
but  that  He  is  fulfilling  His  promise  to 
be  with  us  always,  and  that  where  even 
two  or  three  assemble  in  His  name.  He 
personally  is  present  in  their  midst.  No 
person  can  make  that  revelation  to  those 


294 


Questions  of  the  Hour. 


in  darkness  unless  he  understands  it  per- 
sonally, and  this  should  be  the  first  great 
proclamation  of  the  missionary  in  a non- 
Christian  land.”  “We  ought  to  have 
spiritual  men  in  order  to  build  up  spiritual 
churches.  I think  we  have  yet  to  demon- 
strate to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada  the  full  meaning  of  the  term, 
a spiritual  church.  If  one  individual  be- 
comes a fountain  of  living  water,  with 
blessings  streaming  from  his  person  all 
the  time  in  every  direction,  how  much 
greater  must  be  the  result  if  we  associate 
together  fifty  or  a hundred,  or  five  hun- 
dred of  such  persons  in  a Christian 
Church.  In  our  cities  they  are  having 
great  churches  now,  with  one  or  two 
thousand  members,  or  even  more,  but  I 
believe  that  if  there  was  one  church  in 
New  York,  Chicago  or  Toronto  to-day  that 
had  a thousand  spiritually  minded  mem- 
bers, they  could  make  the  whole  city  trem- 
ble. We  have  yet  to  demonstrate  to  the 
world  the  power  there  is  in  a church  made 
up  of  spiritually  minded  persons.  You  can- 
not get  them  together  by  a formal  move- 
ment; they  will  all  lose  their  spirituality 


in  the  process.  God  wants  to  raise  up  such 
churches  and  distribute  them  everywhere 
throughout  the  world.  It  is  true  of  the 
Church  in  a special  sense  that  streams  of 
blessing,  in  the  broadest  possible  interpre- 
tation of  the  phrase,  will  go  out  from  such 
an  organization.  We  must  plan  for  them. 
We  need  them  in  all  the  great  cities  of  the 
East;  they  will  flourish  more  there  than 
in  cities  of  the  home  land.  You  can  only 
provide  them  by  sending  some  persons  to 
initiate  the  work,  and  such  persons  must 
be  spiritually  minded.  May  God  from 
His  throne  in  Heaven  look  down  upon  this 
great  audience  and  send  His  mighty 
Spirit’s  anointing  upon  these  young  men 
and  young  women  who  are  to  become  rep- 
resentatives of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  four 
corners  of  this  world,  and  may  you  go 
forth  from  this  great  convention  to  be  not 
only  a help  to  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands,  but  a joy  to  great  nations,  a 
blessing  to  all  humanity.” 

Let  me  say,  “The  Report  of  the  Toronto 
Convention,”  a volume  of  nearly  700 
pages,  will  make  any  Christian  reader’s 
soul  a pillar  of  fire. 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America  opens  its  report  for  1901-2  with  this  paragraph  : “ It  has  been  a year  of 

quiet  growth  and  uninterrupted  expansion  of  the  work.  There  have  been  added  to 
the  churches  5,241  new  members,  the  largest  number  added  in  any  year  of  the 
Board’s  history.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Board  reports  749  missionaries,  a gain 
of  34  ; 44,443  communicants,  a net  gain  of  2,884  ; 26,108  pupils  in  schools,  a gain 
of  198;  289,363  patients  treated  in  hospitals  and  dispensaries;  and  75,011,660 
pages  issued  from  its  presses.  The  number  of  patients  has  been  nine  times  that  of 
the  number  treated  in  the  best  of  the  hospitals  in  New  York  City,  and  the  expense 
lias  been  but  one-tenth  as  great.” 

The  missionary  is  coming  more  and  more  into  recognition,  and  is  spreading  and 
multiplying  his  power  in  all  lands.  Twenty  years  ago  he  was  an  unknown  quantity 
in  Uganda,  Africa,  a district  which  contains  a population  of  10,000,000.  To-day 
there  is  in  that  region  five  hundred  Christian  churches  and  six  hundred  teachers. 
God’s  cause  does  not  lack  for  workmen,  nor  for  opening  fields.  With  consecrated 
wealth,  the  whole  earth  could  speedily  be  compassed  with  gospel  heralds  and  gospel 
agencies. 
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ABROAD. 

S uadi  a,  Syria. — A letter  from  Miss 
Cunningham,  dated  Aug.  28,  contains  in- 
teresting items : 

The  work  is  going  on  as  usual,  except 
the  boarding  schools.  All  our  services 
have  been  extremely  well  attended;  in- 
deed, the  chapel  has  been  full  every  Sab- 
bath with  what  seemed  to  be  a very  atten- 
tive audience.  Mr.  Dodds  has  been  down 
nearly  every  Sabbath.  The  woman’s  meet- 
ing has  also  been  well  attended,  many  of 
the  women  engaged  in  the  silk  factories 
providing  a substitute  so  that  they  could 
come  to  the  meeting.  Last  week  there 
were  fifty-nine,  and  in  speaking  to  them 
of  Christ’s  willingness  to  receive  all  who 
come  to  him,  I tried  to  impress  on  them 
His  own  words  in  John’s  gospel,  “Him 
that  cometh  to  me  I will  m no  wise  cast 
out.”  The  verse  is  very  simple  in  the 
Arabic,  just  the  common,  every-day  words. 
After  the  meeting  I thought  that  I would 
see  how  many  of  them  remembered  it.  I 
asked  them  one  by  one  to  repeat  the  text 
to  me,  and  just  five  out  of  all  that  number 
could  do  it.  It  was  a very  great  shock 
to  me,  for  I was  sure  that  they  would 
nearly  all  remember,  as  I had  tried  hard 
to  impress  on  them  that  it  was  the  Lord’s 
own  special  personal  invitation  to  each 
one  of  them. 

It  has  been  a very  dry  summer,  and 
the  water  is  scarce.  Our  well  gave  out  and 
we  have  to  bring  our  water  from  quite  a 
distance. 

Mersina,  Asia  Minor. — A letter,  dated 
Aug.  7,  frpm  Miss  E.  M.  Sterrett,  con- 
tains the  following  items : 

I have  spent  a few  pleasant  weeks  in 
Ivessab  with  Cousin  Willia  Dodds,  and 


had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  some  of  our 
other  missionaries.  The  great  kindnesses 
bestowed  upon  me  by  them  all,  both  there 
and  on  the  way,  made  me  forget  that  long 

hard  road  between  Latakia  and  Kessab. 
* * * 

While  in  Kessab  I met  one  of  our  old 
Mersina  pupils  whom  I had  not  seen  for 
about  six  years.  She  has  now  gone  to 
Orfa,  where  her  husband  is  a minister  in 
one  of  the  Protestant  churches,  over  which 
his  father  used  to  be  pastor.  A day  or 
two  ago  I met  a young  Armenian  girl 
graduate  of  Marsovan  College,  who  is  on 
her  way  to  Orfa  to  be  one  of  Miss  Shat- 
tuck’s  teachers.  * * * 

Just  before  leaving  Mersina  some  one 
came  from  Tarsus  and  told  us  that  Zahra 
Ibraheem  was  in  distress.  Her  husband 
has  been  taken  to  the  army  and  she  is 
left  with  three  little  children — the  young- 
est a babe  but  a few  months  old.  Her 
mother-in-law  is  kind  to  them,  but  she  is 
only  a servant  in  a Turkish  bath,  and  hav- 
ing some  other  grandchildren  to  support, 
she  cannot  give  Zahra  very  much.  Some 
of  us  have  undertaken  to  try  her  as  a 
Bible  reader  at  a small  salary  per  month. 
It  will  be  a benefit  to  her  own  soul,  as  well 
as  to  the  people  who  hear  her.  Mr.  Dodds 
believes  her  to  be  a good  Christian  woman, 
and  it  may  be  she  is  living  as  exemplary 
a life  as  her  surroundings  will  permit. 

Of  course  she  cannot  do  much  this  hot 
weather,  with  so  many  little  children,  but 
it  is  always  better  for  those  who  receive 
help  to  do  something  in  return. 

Her  sister,  Sophia,  came  to  say  good 
by  the  day  before  I came  away,  and  I 
was  pleased  to  hear  her  say  that  she  was 
anxious  to  go  to  America,  only  to  save  her 
children  from  being  Moslems. 

She  is  so  zealous  to  please  her  husband 
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and  has  been  so  very  reticent  about  her 
religious  views  since  her  marriage,  that  I 
was  surprised  to  hear  her  say  that  much. 
As  you  say,  there  may  still  be  hope  that 
the  bruised  reed  may  not  be  broken  nor 
the  smoking  flax  quenched.  The  two  girls 
have  been  the  subjects  of  many  prayers, 
not  only  in  our  own  church,  but  in  others. 

So  far,  the  little  Moslem  girl  of  whom 
I wrote  you,  has  met  with  no  opposition, 
but  I do  not  imagine  that  she  will  escape 
very  long.  * * * 


In  a letter  of  Aug.  15,  Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds 
writes:  We  are  now  passing  through  the 
hottest  days  of  the  summer ; some  days  too 
hot  for  comfort  even  in  the  shade,  and  too 
hot  to  sleep  at  night.  We  are  very  thank- 
ful to  God,  who  has  preserved  us  all  in 
health.  * * * 

I wrote  you  of  the  fine  opportunity  I 
had  of  preaching  to  woodmen  from  Mt. 
Lebanon,  Maronites,  who  had  come  to  col- 
lect resin,  etc.,  and  to  manufacture  char- 
coal in  our  mountains.  It  was  a Sabbath 
evening,  and  I preached  to  them  on  a 
roof.  There  were  over  a hundred.  They 
intended  leaving  the  next  morning,  but 
could  not  get  animals  enough,  and  it  was 
several  days  before  all  got  away.  On 
Monday  some  came  to  call  on  me,  and  I 
showed  them  over  the  Mission  premises. 
The  young  man  who  had  wept  when  I 
preached,  said,  “I  wish  I could  spend  a 
few  years  in  your  school.”  Several  asked 
me  if  I would  advise  them  to  go  to  Amer- 
ica. Of  course  I never  advise  any  person 
to  go.  But  at  the  same  time,  I do  not 
worry  about  people  going,  whether  con- 
verted or  not.  In  temporal  things  they 
cannot  fare  worse  there  than  here,  and  I 
always  hope  the  Lord  has  a plan  and  pur- 
pose for  their  souls’  and  the  Church’s 
good  in  their  going  to  America.  Tuesday 
they  sent  me  an  invitation  to  come  and 
preach  them  another  sermon  in  the  even- 


ing. I happened  to  have  an  engagement 
that  evening  in  Tarsus,  but  I sent  Gabriel 
Luttoof  to  talk  to  them.  They  received 
him  with  great  kindness,  and  he  spent 
two  hours  with  them  expounding  the 
things  which  concern  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven. 

Last  Wednesday  evening  was  our  small- 
est gathering,  thirty-four,  in  prayer  meet- 
ing; but  on  the  whole,  attendance  has 
been  very  good  through  the  heat.  The 
smallest  attendance  at  Sabbath  school,  31 ; 
the  highest,  53.  At  church,  the  lowest 
number,  43;  the  highest,  70. 

Miss  Sterrett  arrived  to-day  from  her 
summer  vacation.  She  looks  well  and  hap- 
py. The  cotton  crop  and  sesame  are  a 
failure,  and  many  of  our  brethren  have 
been  driven  off  by  starvation  to  try  to 
find  a living  elsewhere.  The  loss  of  one 
in  particular  I greatly  regret,  for  he  was 
gifted  as  a Bible  reader  and  evangelist. 
In  Tarsus  the  condition  of  the  brethren  is 
distressing  in  the  extreme — due  to  same 
cause.  It  seems  impossible  to  build  up  a 
permanent  work — our  people  are  so  poor 
and  so  subject  to  such  vicissitudes. 

Cyprus. — We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  give 
our  readers  a picture  of  “The  David 
Torrens  Memorial  Chapel,”  which  is 
now  complete.  Like  the  old  building  that 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  it  faces  the  direct 
road  from  Larnaca  to  Nicosia,  and  is  ad- 
mirably adapted  for  missionary  work. 
The  front  door  opens  into  a hallway  lead- 
ing to  the  central  auditorium,  and  hav- 
ing a room  on  cither  side.  The  two  views, 
however,  front  and  rear,  will  give  a good 
idea  of  the  structure  without  any  detailed 
description. 

The  Greeks  who  hoped  that  the  old 
building  would  never  be  replaced  and  that 
the  missionaries  would  be  forced  to  leave 
the  island,  are  very  much  disappointed. 
These  enemies  of  a pure  gospel  see  in  the 
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erection  of  a more  substantial  and  attrac- 
tive place  of  worship  a determination  to 
hold  the  field  and  cultivate  it  with  new 
energy. 

The  only  thing  needed  now  is  a young 
man  to  take  the  place  from  which  Mr. 
Henry  Easson  has  been  forced  to  retire,  a 
young  man  filled  with  the  Spirit  of  God 
and  ready  under  His  leadership  and  con- 
trol to  consecrate  his  life-energies  to  the 
evangelization  of  Cyprus.  Who  will  go 
in  response  to  the  call  of  the  Redeemer  and 
for  His  glory?  The  need  is  urgent  and 
the  call  is  to  the  noblest  work  a man 
can  do. 

China. — A letter  from  Rev.  A.  I.  Robb, 
under  date  Aug.  11,  contains  interesting 
items : 

Dr.  George  tells  me  she  wrote  you  last 
month  when  the  flood  was  rising.  It  was 
something  quite  different  from  what  I 
have  seen  here.  The  waters  rose  steadily 
about  two  feet  a day  for  two  weeks  and 
then  our  house  was  entirely  surrounded 
by  water,  and  on  the  lower  terrace  of  the 
yard  it  was  seven  feet  deep.  It  lacked 
just  two  inches  of  entering  our  lower  floor. 
The  joists  were  wet,  but  it  did  not  reach 
the  boards.  I will  send  you  a photo  soon 
showing  how  we  looked.  But  our  condi- 
tion was  nothing  to  that  of  many. 

We  were  of  the  opinion  that  our  old 
grandmother  was  on  higher  ground  and 
safe  from  the  flood,  and  gave  ourselves  no 
uneasiness  about  her  until  the  waters  be- 
gan to  recede.  We  then  learned  that  she 
had  had  a very  hard  time.  The  water  had 
entered  her  house  and  she  had  climbed  up 
on  a sort  of  floor  made  by  laying  some 
boards  on  cross  beams.  The  water  got  so 
high  that  she  had  to  leave  there  and  climb 
out  on  the  roof,  and  she  sat  out  there  in 
the  rain  at  least  one  night.  She  says  she 
cried  a couple  of  times  and  at  last  her 
nephew  took  some  pity  on  her  and  helped 


her.  She  had  nothing  to  eat,  and  her 
family  wanted  her  to  sell  her  chickens. 
This  she  was  not  willing  to  do,  as  it  is 
from  them  she  makes  her  living.  She 
went  and  pawned  her  good  clothes  as  soon 
as  she  could  get  anywhere  in  order  to  get 
some  food.  But  when  I saw  her  she  was 
rejoicing  that  the  Heavenly  Father  had 
been  so  good  to  her,  and  told  of  the 
calamities  she  had  feared  in  falling  walls 
and  drowning  chickens,  none  of  which  had 
come  to  her.  The  ladies  gave  her  money 
to  redeem  her  clothes  and  she  is  happy 
again,  and  a sort  of  wonder  to  us.  She 
has  not  missed  a day  at  preaching  since 
we  came  last  fall,  except  when  the  waters 
made  it  impossible  for  her  to  come.  The 
waters  are  gradually  receding,  and  people 
are  harvesting  where  there  is  anything. 

Mrs.  Robb  and  I went  to  Hong  Kong 
on  a shopping  expedition  week  before  last. 
As  it  is  a three  days’  trip  each  way,  we 
cannot  go  often,  and  this  time  was  note- 
worthy because  the  ladies  and  children 
stayed  behind  to  look  after  the  stuff.  Dur- 
ing our  absence  a typhoon  came  our  way, 
sinking  four  steamers  in  Hong  Kong  Har- 
bor and  destroying  thirty  or  forty  lives. 
At  Tak  Hing  it  blew  down  part  of  our 
wall  and  broke  out  a number  of  window 
lights,  and  an  immense  quantity  of  rain 
fell.  At  Hong  Kong  nearly  thirteen  inches 
fell  in  twenty-four  hours.  In  spite  of 
that,  the  old  grandmother  was  down  for 
service,  and  the  ladies  and  others  put  in 
rather  full  time  reading  and  committing 
Bible  verses.  The  old  grandmother  can 
memorize  faster  than  any  of  them.  When 
she  first  began  to  try  to  memorize  she  said 
she  was  too  old,  and  it  almost  required 
trepanning  to  get  anything  into  her  head. 
How  she  can  excel  young  men  and  women 
now  I can  only  explain  on  the  theory  that 
our  ability  to  acquire  spiritual  things  de- 
pends more  on  the  condition  of  our  hearts 
than  the  quality  of  our  brains. 
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The  attendance  and  attention  yesterday 
were  both  good  and  we  are  laboring  in 
hope,  in  spite  of  the  rather  discouraging 
fact  that  all  efforts  to  secure  native 
helpers  have  failed.  I made  a number  of 
inquiries  while  in  Canton,  and  the  in- 
variable reply  was  that  if  they  had  them, 
they  had  pressing  need  for  twice  as  many 
workers  as  now.  The  flood  destroyed 
practically  all  the  crops  in  the  valley,  and 
there  will  be  a hard  struggle  for  food.  It 
also  destroyed  a good  many  houses.  One 
old  woman,  nearly  blind,  who  has  been  an 
attendant  at  church  for  a long  time,  told 
me  yesterday  that  she  was  living  with  a 
neighbor  because  her  own  house  was 
washed  away.  I am  to  go  this  morning 
to  “look  see.” 

We  are  all  in  good  health,  though  half 
the  community  in  Canton  was  ill  with 
dengue  fever  when  we  were  there.  There 
is  considerable  illness  among  the  Chinese 
here,  consequent  on  the  flooding  of  the 
valley,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  come  nigh 
us.  I hope  we  are  not  unmindful  of  nor 
ungrateful  for  this  goodness. 

The  Board  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  IT.  S.  A.,  says,  speaking  of  its  work  in 
China  : This  year  has  been  rendered  con- 
spicuous by  the  return  of  all  missionaries 
to  the  interior,  who  had  felt  it  necessary 
to  retire  to  the  open  ports  during  the  pre- 
vious year,  1900,  on  account  of  the  Boxer 
outbreak  and  other  hostile  movements. 
The  missionaries  of  the  Presbyterian  and 
other  Boards  have  been  welcomed  with  a 
cordiality  truly  surprising.  Moreover, 
through  the  readiness  of  the  Chinese 
officials  and  the  wise  and  sympathetic 
efforts  of  Consul  Robt.  McWade,  all  in- 
demnities for  property  of  the  Board  de- 
stroyed by  mobs,  together  with  the  ex- 
penses otherwise  incurred  by  the  disturb- 
ance, have  been  paid.  At  the  same  time 
information  has  been  received  that  a very 


large  proportion  of  the  losses  sustained  by 
native  Christians  has  been  paid. 


The  report  of  the  Baptist  Missionary 
Union  for  1901-1902  says : The  past  year 
has  seen  all  our  stations  in  China  reoccu- 
pied, and  many  homes  rebuilt  and  chapels 
reopened,  sometimes  with  rejoicing  on  the 
part  of  entire  communities.  The  mis- 
sionaries tell  of  steadfast  Christian  con- 
verts who  are  living  out  the  Christ-life 
before  their  townspeople  as  bravely  as  any 
of  those  who  have  obtained  the  martyr’s 
crown;  of  new  conditions  which  prevail 
in  many  places,  where  crowds  are  seeking 
to  be  enrolled  as  Christians  in  order  to 
secure  protection  for  themselves  from  the 
foreigners  whom  so  lately  they  drove  from 
their  cities  and  villages  with  heartless 
cruelties;  and  lastly,  of  the  beginning  of 
a movement  towards  Western  education 
and  Western  science,  the  results  of  which 
no  man  can  foretell. 

The  Union  reports  15  stations  in  China, 
64  missionaries,  57  churches,  2,962  mem- 
bers, and  316  baptisms  this  year.  From 
all  the  stations  comes  the  good  news  of 
new  centers  inviting  missionary  opera- 
tions, the  preaching  of  the  gospel  every- 
where listened  to  with  attention,  and  the 
people  now  more  friendly,  if  possible,  and 
teachable,  than  before  the  persecution  of 
1900. 

Japan. — The  Danish  Nor  disk  Mis- 
sions-Tidsskrift  has  an  interesting  article 
on  the  present  position  of  Christianity  in 
Japan,  which  sums  up  the  situation  thus: 
The  strongest  religious  tendency  in  the 
Japanese  character  is  the  divinization  of 
the  Imperial  house ; and  the  ruling 
thought  of  many  of  the  leading  men,  as 
well  as  the  great  majority  of  the  forty- 
three  millions  of  people,  is  that  in  absolute 
obedience  to  the  Emperor  lies  the  only 
sure  foundation  of  a morality  which  can 
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compete  with  that  of  the  Christian  na- 
tions. The  recent  experience  of  Japan  in 
the  conflict  with  China  has  tended  to 
strengthen  this  idea.  Nevertheless,  the 
decline  of  morality  in  the  nation  is  ap- 
parent to  all  the  more  thoughtful,  and 
they  are  opening  their  eyes  to  the  need  of 
reform. 

In  the  meantime,  the  work  of  Christian 
missions  has  undoubtedly  become  more 
deeply  rooted  under  the  opposition  which 
it  has  encountered.  The  wave  of  so-called 
rationalism,  which  recently  passed  over 
Japanese  Christendom,  has  spent  itself; 
so  has  the  desire  to  put  the  foreign  mis- 
sionary on  one  side  and  let  the  Japanese 
Church  rule  itself.  There  is  now  an  ex- 
cellent understanding  between  the  foreign 
missionaries  and  the  native  helpers,  and 
the  latter  are  showing  considerable  ca- 
pacity. The  number  of  Christians  in- 
creases from  year  to  year — no  longer,  in- 
deed, with  the  great  spring  of  the  eighties, 
but  still  so  markedly  that  it  is  plain  that 
Christianity  has  not  lost  its  footing  in 
Japan.  There  are  not  yet  a million  Chris- 
tians in  Japan,  but  the  position  occupied 
by  Christians  in  the  public  life  of  the  na- 
tion is  out  of  all  proportion  to  their  num- 
bers. Twelve  members  of  the  upper  House 
of  Parliament  and  fourteen  of  the  lower, 
with  the  president  of  the  latter,  are  Chris- 
tians. In  the  army  and  the  fleet  there  are 
many  Christians  amongst  the  officers.  It 
is  therefore  only  through  ignorance  or 
perverseness  that  some  travelers  say  that 
Christianity  has  lost  the  battle  in  Japan. 
On  the  contrary,  it  has  a good  prospect  of 
winning  it;  but  it  cannot  be  won  in  one 
day  or  in  one  generation. 

A religious  revival  took  place  last  year, 
which,  though  its  results  have  been  much 
exaggerated  in  some  Western  reports,  has 
undoubtedly  brought  numbers  into  the 
Christian  Church.  In  October  of  last  year 
the  secretary  of  the  Students’  Christian 


Union,  Mr.  J.  E.  Mott,  held  eighteen 
evangelistic  meetings  in  Tokio,  where 
1,464  young  men,  among  them  more  than 
a thousand  students,  declared  their  de- 
cision to  accept  Christianity,  and  to  offer 
themselves  for  instruction. 

We  must  not  fall  into  the  error  of 
thinking  that  the  day  of  Buddhism  is  over 
in  Japan;  temples  are  still  being  built  at 
great  cost,  and  “Young  Men’s  Buddhist 
Associations”  are  being  formed.  Yet  there 
is  much  in  all  this  activity  which  reminds 
one  of  the  days  of  Julian  the  Apostate. — 
S.  A.  in  London  Chronicle. 

India. — The  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
of  North  America  reports  for  the  year 
ended  December,  1901,  56  foreign  and 
296  native  workers ; 54  mission  circles  and 
24  organized  congregations,  11  having 
settled  pastors  and  5 of  them  self-sup- 
porting; a Christian  community  of  11,- 
713,  of  whom  8,022  are  in  full  com- 
munion, indicating  a net  increase  of  1,035 
members;  140  schools,  with  7,855  pupils, 
of  whom  1,178  are  Christians. 

The  following  items  are  gleaned  from 
the  annual  report  of  the  American  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 
for  1901 : The  Marathi  Mission,  located 
in  the  Bombay  Presidency,  with  an  area 
of  34,000  square  miles  and  a population 
of  about  7,000,000  people,  has  two  parts, 
one  called  the  Konkan,  including  Bom- 
bay, and  a strip  of  country  along  the  west- 
ern coast,  and  the  other,  a part  of  the 
great  tableland  of  Central  India,  called 
the  Deccan.  In  this  Mission  there  are  8 
central  stations  with  resident  missionaries, 
and  124  out-stations,  places  in  which  work 
is  regularly  conducted,  whether  church  or 
school.  Forty-nine  churches,  of  which 
three  were  organized  and  placed  under 
pastors  during  the  year,  have  a member- 
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ship  of  4,877,  an  increase  of  1,185  on  con- 
fession of  faith,  as  against  297  the  year 
previous.  There  are  8,714  converts  scat- 
tered through  373  villages,  and  there  is  a 
grand  total  of  8,662  pupils  under  religious 
instruction,  and  of  these  3,766  are  Chris- 
tians. 

The  Madura  Mission  is  one  of  the  most 
compact  of  all  the  missions  of  this  Board, 
occupying  a territory  in  South  India  of 
seventy-five  miles  by  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  with  a population,  accord- 
ing to  the  last  census,  of  3,332,104. 
Christians  are  found  in  501  cities  and  vil- 
lages, and  they  worship  in  345  congrega- 
tions, in  which  the  membership  is  4,217 
men,  4,552  women,  and  8,507  children,  a 
total  native  constituency  of  17,276,  a gain 
of  425  during  the  year.  There  are  38 
churches,  enrolling  4,911  members,  312 
being  received  on  profession  of  faith  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  average  Sabbath  at- 
tendance was  10,800,  and  there  are  8,046 
pupils  under  instruction  in  the  Mission. 
Few  missions  have  so  large  and  effective  a 
native  force  as  this.  A total  native  agency 
of  613  gives  an  average  of  nearly  twenty- 
two  for  each  ordained  missionary,  mis- 
sionary’s wife  and  single  woman  in  the 
field.  It  is  a pleasure  to  report  that  in 
many  instances  these  helpers  are  faithful 
in  season  and  out  of  season,  walking  hum- 
bly and  faithfully  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
Master  and  bearing  fruit  for  Him. 


A deputation  from  the  American  Board, 
for  a copy  of  whose  report  we  are  indebted 
to  Rev.  Jas.  L.  Barton,  Boston,  Mass., 
thus  speaks  of  India  as  a mission  field : 
India  is  one  of  the  largest,  oldest,  and 
most  accessible  mission  fields  in  the  world. 
It  has  a population  of  over  291,000,000, 
according  to  the  last  census,  who  are  ac- 
cessible to  the  Christian  teacher.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  India  is  in  sympathy  with  mis- 
sion work,  and  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 


rulers  of  native  States  are  not  hostile  to 
it.  This  population  is  made  up  of  a great 
variety  of  races,  who  speak  many  lan- 
guages and  are  believers  in  different  re- 
ligions, Hinduism  and  Mohammedanism 
being  the  most  prominent.  * * * 

The  number  of  native  Protestant 
Christians  in  India  in  1851  was  set  down 
at  91,000;  in  1861,  at  138,000;  in  1871, 
at  224,000;  in  1881,  at  417,000,  and  in 
1891  at  559,000.  * * * In  the  forty 

years  from  1851  to  1891  the  number  of 
Protestant  Christians  increased  six  fold, 
while  the  population  increased  only  about 
20  per  cent. 

The  most  hopeful  work  in  India  is  that 
carried  on  for  and  among  the  young.  The 
opportunities  for  work  among  the  children 
are  far  beyond  the  ability  of  the  mission- 
ary to  seize.  Parents  without  number  are 
now  saying  to  them,  “We  cannot  become 
Christians  ourselves,  but  we  are  willing 
to  have  our  children  Christians.  You 
may  take  them  and  teach  them  as  you 
wish.”  Villages  in  which  no  Christians 
live  are  asking  for  Christian  schools.  The 
opportunities  for  reaching  children  are 
limited  only  by  the  number  of  teachers  to 
send  and  of  means  to  support  them.  * * * 

The  statement  is  often  made  that  only 
the  lower  castes  are  reached  in  India,  and 
this  is  cited  as  proof  that  missions  are  not 
accomplishing  much  there.  It  is  true  that 
a large  proportion  of  the  Christian  con- 
verts are  from  the  lower  castes,  although 
there  are  many  devout  Christians  from 
among  the  Brahmans  themselves.  One 
of  the  great  reasons  for  our  hope  and  con- 
fidence in  the  stability  and  future  success 
of  the  Christian  movement  in  India  is 
that  it  is  starting  among  the  lower  strata 
of  Indian  society,  among  the  common 
laborers,  and  even  outcasts.  * * * 

The  work,  however,  is  not  confined  to  the 
lowest  classes.  New  and  higher  castes  are 
constantly  reached,  and  so  the  gospel  flame 
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is  continually  mounting  upward,  prepar- 
ing new  material  all  the  time  to  catch  the 
blaze  and  transmit  it  to  those  on  the 
higher  levels.  The  glory  of  the  Indian 
Christian  Church  to-day  is  that  it  is  the 
Church  of  the  laboring  classes.  * * * 

The  sixty-fifth  annual  report  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  United  States  con- 
tains a very  cheering  statement : 

The  census  of  1891  showed  a Christian 
population  in  India  of  2,284,172,  an  in- 
crease of  22.65  per  cent,  compared  with 
the  growth  of  13.1  per  cent,  in  the  entire 
population.  In  the  decade  lately  closed 
there  has  been  in  nine  minor  provinces  an 
increase  of  about  66,000,  or  70  per  cent, 
above  the  numbers  of  1891. 

In  the  Madras  Presidency,  during  the 
preceding  decade,  there  was  an  advance  of 
23.7  per  cent,  among  Christians,  as  com- 
pared with  15.2  per  cent,  in  the  total 
population.  In  the  last  decade,  while  the 
population  increased  only  7.14  per  cent., 
the  Christians  increased  18.13  per  cent., 
the  actual  advance  being  from  879,437  to 
1,038,854. 

In  the  Punjab  the  increase  in  the  Chris- 
tian population  has  been  about  35  per 
cent.  These  results  have  caused  a certain 
amount  of  surprise  and  consternation  in 
the  ranks  of  Hinduism. 

New  Hebrides. — The  Foreign  Mission 
Report  of  Canadian  Presbyterian  Church 
for  1901-2  says:  The  aggressions  of  the 
French  still  continue,  and  in  some  quar- 
ters under  French  influence  hysterical  ap- 
peals are  made  to  France  to  annex  the 
group,  and  these  appeals  are  supported  by 
allegations  which  are  clearly  contrary  to 
fact  and  truth.  There  is  a possibility  that 
these  appeals  may  receive  more  favorable 
attention  from  the  French  Government 
than  that  to  which  they  are  entitled,  but 


the  danger  that  they  may  be  heeded  would 
be  much  greater  were  it  not  that  the  Aus- 
tralian colonies  are  watchful,  alert  and 
resolute  against  this  step.  The  bill  for 
the  abolition  of  the  Kanaka  traffic  in  five 
years  has  become  law  in  the  Australian 
Commonwealth. 

AT  HOME. 

Allegheny,  Pa. — Read  carefully  these 
items  from  the  Central  Board : 

Financial  Statement — 

Overdrawn  Expendi-  Overdrawn 


dug.  IVcLclpiS*  IUiuSi  oepi.  ly  l.aL. 

Indian  Mission  $881.65  $804.54  $125.54  $1-45.52 

Domestic  Mission  799.64  1,642.76  748.75  114.37 

Southern  Mission  528.57  2,715.70  201.66  1,985.47 

On  hand 
Aug.  1,  1902. 

Chinese  Mission  425.14  10.00  415.14 

Jewish  Mission  5.33  157.05  100.00  62.38 

Selma  Building  Fund  414.50  74.00  788.50 


The  above  satisfactory  statement  is  due 
almost  entirely  to  the  payment  of  bequests 
of  money  left  to  the  different  missions. 

Domestic. — Distribution  will  be  made 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  on  the 
third  Wednesday  of  October.  Notice 
should  be  sent  to  clerks  of  Presbyteries 
of  work  done  in  time  for  them  to  make 
reports  to  the  Board. 

Southern. — School  will  commence  on 
Sept.  29.  Instead  of  one  there  will  be 
three  courses— normal,  industrial  and 
literary.  The  tuition  will  be  slightly  in- 
creased. Pupils  in  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d 
rooms  will  be  charged  40  cents;  4-6,  60 
cents;  freshmen,  75  cents,  and  sopho- 
mores, $1.00.  All  but  $27  have  been 
raised  of  the  $1,500  for  the  new  house.  A 
printed  circular  has  been  widely  dis- 
tributed, explaining  the  increase  in  tui- 
tion, and  calling  attention  to  the  new  de- 
partments. The  officers  of  the  Board  were 
instructed  to  advertise  in  the  church  pa- 
pers for  a suitable  person  to  take  charge 
of  the  boys’  industrial  department  in  the 
Selma  school.  Applicants  should  write 
to  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Chinese. — A letter  from  Rev.  N.  R. 
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Johnston  was  read,  urging  the  Board  to 
take  steps  to  revive  the  work  in  Oakland 
and  offering  his  services.  In  view  of  the 
action  of  Synod  discontinuing  the  Mis- 
sion, the  Board  felt  that  it  was  powerless 
to  make  any  movement  in  the  direction 
desired.  Ten  dollars  was  appropriated  to 
help  defray  expense. 

J.  W.  Sproull. 

Morning  Sun,  Ia. — Annual  report  of 
the  Ladies’  Missionary  and  Aid  Society 
for  1902:  We  have  come  to  the  close  of 
another  year’s  work  and  feel  that  God  has 
been  with  us,  as  a society,  to  bless  us  and 
do  us  good.  Our  desire  is  that  He  will 
bless  our  efforts  and  that  many  souls  will 
be  brought  into  the  Kingdom  of  Christ 
through  them.  We  have  held  twelve  regu- 
lar meetings,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  twenty-three  members. 

Three  names  have  been  added  to  our 
roll,  which  gives  us  an  enrollment  of 
forty-four  members. 

The  Society  sent  a box  of  clothing  to 
Southern  Mission  and  a barrel  of  fruit  to 
Indian  Mission;  1,532  papers  and  cards 
have  been  distributed  at  home;  30  pack- 
ages of  papers  and  4 books  were  sent  to 
mission  fields.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Cavan,  our 
Corresponding  Secretary,  communicated 
with  our  absent  members  and  many  beau- 
tiful and  helpful  letters  from  them  were 
read  at  our  meetings.  She  also  reported 
eighteen  copies  of  Olive  Trees  taken  in 
our  Society.  Our  managers  arranged  for, 
and  a congregational  dinner  was  held,  in 
June. 

As  we  begin  the  work  of  another  year, 
may  we  hear  the  voice  of  the  Spirit  say, 
“Lo,  I am  with  you  alway,”  and  strive  to 
do  more  and  better  than  we  have  ever 
done  before,  realizing  more  fully  “The 
harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  but  the  laborers 
are  few.” 

Mrs.  S.  E.  McElhiney,  Pres. 

Mayme  D.  Jamison,  Sec. 


treasurer’s  report. 

Receipts. 

Balance  in  Treasury $6.60 

Dues  received  85.62 

Donations  2.25 

Subscriptions  for  Presbyterial 
Thank  Offering 43.55 


Total $138.02 

Disbursements. 

Freight  on  goods  sent  to  missions.  $4.03 

Goods  for  Southern  Mission 2.43 

Foreign  Mission  40.76 

Repairs  on  Denver  Church 5.00 

Home  work  9.50 

Chicago  Church  Building 32.46 

Foreign  Mission  Thank  Offering.  43.05 


Total $137.23 

Balance  in  Treasury .19 


$138.02 

Box  sent  to  Southern  Mission, 

value 25.00 

Box  sent  to  Indian  Mission 9.75 


$172.77 

Mrs.  R.  W.  McElhiney,  Treas. 

New  York. — A commission  of  New 
York  Presbytery  met  in  Thirty-ninth 
Street  Church,  New  York,  on  Monday, 
Sept.  15,  1902,  at  7:30  P.  M.,  to  hear 
specimens  of  improvement  from  Mr.  John 
Yates,  of  Walton,  N.  Y.,  and  for  the 
licensure  of  Mr.  Julius  Kempf,  of  New 
York.  Mr.  Yates  read  an  essay  on  “John 
Knox,”  and  preached  from  the  words, 
“Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they 
shall  see  God”  (Mat.  5:8).  These  exer- 
cises were  heartily  sustained,  and  he  was 
commended  for  marked  originality  and 
impressiveness  in  the  presentation  of 
truth.  Mr.  Kempf  read  an  essay  on 
“Wyckliffe,”  gave  an  excellent  exegesis  of 
John  1 :l-5,  and  delivered  a sermon  from 
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the  words,  “They  shall  see  His  face”  (Rev. 
22:4),  and  a lecture  on  Heb.  1:1-3. 
After  examination  on  personal  piety  and 
the  distinctive  principles  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  having  signed 
the  Terms  of  Communion,  he  was  affec- 
tionately commended  to  God  in  prayer 
and,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  ex- 
alted Head  of  the  Church,  was  commis- 
sioned to  preach  the  gospel.  Every  one, 
more  than  pleased  with  the  matter  of  his 
discourses  and  method  of  delivery,  was 
ready  to  predict  for  Mr.  Kempf  a future 
of  great  usefulness  in  the  Church. 

The  fall  meeting  of  the  New  York 
Presbytery  will  be  held  in  the  Twenty- 
third  Street  Church,  New  York,  Tues- 
day, Oct.  21,  at  10  A.  M.  It  is  hoped 
there  will  be  a full  representation  of  the 
congregations,  and  that  the  Lord  may  be 
“in  the  midst.” 

York,  N.  Y. — The  Woman’s  Mission- 
ary Society  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  York,  N.  Y.,  desires  to  place  on 
record  an  expression  of  the  high  esteem 


held  by  the  members  for  our  sister,  Mrs. 
Joseph  Hart,  who  was  called  to  obey  the 
summons,  “Come  up  higher,”  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th  of  February,  1902. 

All  who  knew  this  earnest  Christian 
woman  will  remember  the  sterling  qual- 
ities of  head  and  heart  she  possessed.  She 
loved  her  Church  and  her  Saviour,  taking 
a deep  interest  in  all  things  concerning 
His  Kingdom.  Her  attendance  when  in 
health  upon  all  church  services  was  an 
example  to  all  about  her,  and  those  who 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  sitting  with  her 
in  the  Sabbath  school  class  know  that 
when  she  spoke  it  was  the  Spirit  within 
that  prompted  her  utterance.  We  shall 
miss  her  gracious  presence,  her  genial 
smile,  her  warm  hand  clasp  and  wise 
counsel,  but  we  know  that  our  loss  is  her 
gain. 

We,  as  a Society,  extend  to  the  bereaved 
husband  and  sorrowing  family  our  deep- 
est sympathy  and  Christian  love. 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Milroy, 

Miss  Dora  Guthrie, 

Committee. 


Just  thirty  years  ago  this  summer  all  the  civilized  world  was  reading  how  the  re- 
porter of  an  American  newspaper,  after  months  of  toilsome  travel,  had  found  a British 
missionary  at  a Central  African  town  called  Ujiji.  Many  readers  of  forty  and  upward 
will  remember  how  impossible  seemed  such  a name  for  a town.  Even  when  there 
was  published  a little  later  the  picture  of  Henry  M.  Stanley  walking  up  to  a man  sitting 
in  front  of  a palm  leaf  hut  with  the  remark,  “Dr.  Livingstone,  I believe,”  the  very 
name  of  the  place  where  this  took  place  seemed  to  make  the  story  ludicrously  incredible. 

Yet  there  was  and  is  a town  called  Ujiji,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  before  this 
year  ends  we  shall  read  without  surprise  telegrams  dated  there,  and  giving  the  results 
of  a paddling  race  for  the  championship  of  the  African  lakes.  Any  one  whose  friend 
or  relative  is  missing  can  now  ascertain  whether  he  is  in  Ujiji  by  telegraphing  the 
Chief  of  Police  at  the  moderate  cost  of  78  cents  a word.  Such  is  the  change  that 
thirty  years  have  wrought  in  Ujiji. 

Thus  it  is  that  Ujiji,  thirty  years  ago  the  village  of  a savage  negro  Prince,  is  now 
in  touch  with  the  world  by  telegraph.  Thus  it  is  that  a town  whose  existence  thirty 
years  ago  seemed  wrapped  in  fables  like  those  which  surround  ancient  Timbuctoo  now 
stands  out  as  the  possible  future  metropolis  of  Central  Africa.  With  the  telegraph  in 
Ujiji  the  light  seems  to  have  been  let  a long  way  into  Darkest  Africa. 

— Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 
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DOMESTIC  SCENES  IN  THE 
SUADIA  SCHOOLS. 

Bread  Making. 

Whether  Jew  or  Greek,  Hindoo  or 
Turk,  Chinaman  or  American,  we  must 
all  have  our  bread — the  difference  is  only 
in  the  art  of  making  it  and  in  the  quality 
produced. 

In  Mersina  and  Latakia  the  bread  for 
the  schools  is  sent  to  the  public  oven  to  be 
baked,  or  is  bought  from  the  bakery,  but 
in  Suadia  we  can  do  neither,  so  our  bread 
must  be  baked  at  home. 


PICKING  WHEAT. 

In  a preceding  article  I told  you  how 
carefully  the  wheat  must  be  picked, 
washed  and  dried  before  making  “Burg- 
hul”  (cracked  wheat).  The  same  care  is 
necessary  before  our  wheat  is  taken  to  mill 
to  be  ground  into  flour.  In  picture  No.  1 
the  school  boys  and  cook  are  picking 
wheat,  the  teacher  is  standing;  it  is  his 
business  to  keep  the  thirty  or  forty  little 
hands  busy.  The  boots  and  shoes  are  left 
off  the  mat  as  you  see.  The  stones  and 
sticks  are  picked  from  the  wheat  and  put 
into  the  pans.  The  wheat  is  pushed  off 
the  table.  When  I first  came  to  this 
country,  ten  years  ago,  I thought  the 


wheat  should  have  been  put  into  the  pans 
and  the  stones  thrown  on  the  floor,  but  I 
have  learned  to  accept  things  “by  the  con- 
trary” long  ago. 

The  mill  we  patronize  is  a water  mill 
near  our  mission  gate.  The  wheat  is 
ground  whole,  so  we  have  “whole  wheat 
flour”  in  the  truest  sense.  By  the  way,  I 
might  add  that  I have  found  it  impos- 
sible to  get  good  American  bread  from 
this  flour,  even  if  I used  two-thirds  Amer- 
ican flour.  The  flour  does  not  keep  long, 
so  only  a small  quantity  is  ground  at  one 
time. 


KNEADING  DOUGH. 


They  have  no  yeast  here,  but  the  woman 
leaves  out  a piece  of  dough  from  each 
baking  with  which  to  “leaven”  the  next 
baking.  In  the  second  picture  you  can 
see  Katrine  kneading  the  dough.  They 
always  get  down  on  their  knees,  as  you 
see  her.  She  dips  her  hands  into  the 
kettle  of  water  beside  her  and  shutting 
her  fists  she  kneads  the  dough  with  the 
determined  stroke  of  a trained  athlete — 
moving  her  whole  body  forward,  each  mo- 
tion is  accompanied  with  the  accustomed 
grunt.  After  the  dough  raises  it  is  made 
into  little  cakes. 

In  the  autumn  and  spring  she  bakes  the 
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OUTSIDE  OVEN. 


bread  in  the  “Tannure,”  or  out  oven,  as 
you  see  it  illustrated  in  picture  No.  3. 
Another  woman,  or  more  likely  two  or 
three  of  the  schoolboys,  pat  out  the  cakes 
with  their  hands  until  it  is  the  size  of  a 
dinner  plate.  The  woman  puts  the  thin 
cake  on  a thick,  flat,  cotton  pad,  which  she 
holds  on  her  hand,  then  she  slaps  the  bread 
on  the  inside  wall  of  the  “Tannure.”  The 
Tannure  is  the  shape  of  a jug,  made  of 
tile  and  mortar.  It  is  heated  by  light 
brushy  wood  and  grass,  like  the  load  you 
see  on  the  donkey  in  picture  No.  4.  The 
oven  is  fdled  with  this  wood,  which  is 
lighted  and  burns  up  quickly.  This  is  the 
“grass  of  the  field”  spoken  of  in  Mat.  6 :30, 
“Wherefore,  if  God  so  clothe  the  grass  of 
the  field,  which  to-day  is,  and  to-morrow 


OVEN  WOOD. 


is  cast  into  the  oven,”  etc.  When  it  burns 
out  it  leaves  a bed  of  red-hot  ashes  in  the 
fiat  bottom,  and  the  sides  are  very  hot. 
You  never  see  a man  doing  the  baking  in 
a “Tannure,”  nor  do  you  see  a young  girl, 
as  the  heat  on  the  face  is  so  intense  that  it 
would  spoil  her  complexion,  consequently 
it  would  spoil  her  prospect  of  marriage — 
so  imperative  in  this  land  if  a girl’s  dig- 
nity (?)  is  maintained. 

When  the  winter  rains  come  the  large 
bakings  for  the  schools  are  done  in  an  in- 
side oven  shown  in  picture  No.  5.  This 
oven  is  built  into  the  wall.  It  has  a flat 
bottom  and  a circular  roof,  with  a flue. 
From  a small  door  in  the  front,  large  wood 
is  put  in  and  after  it  has  blazed  and  roared 


INSIDE  OVEN. 

like  a great  furnace  until  the  wood  is  in 
coals,  the  door  is  opened  and  the  coals 
swept  to  one  side,  when  the  baking  begins. 
Two  boys  pat  out  the  cakes  quite  thin, 
but  Simaan,  the  school  cook,  whirls  them 
about  with  such  dexterity  that  the  dough 
spreads  out  as  thin  as  a wafer — 12  inches 
in  diameter.  He  places  it  on  the  long- 
handled  paddle  you  see  in  his  hand,  and 
deftly  lays  the  wafer  on  the  hot  stone  floor. 
This  kind  of  baking  is  always  done  by  a 
man.  You  can  see  on  the  end  of  the  table 
the  large  thin  loaves  of  “markook” 
(bread)  that  have  been  baked.  It  is  really 
very  palatable  when  warm,  but  gets  hard 
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and  tough  when  cold.  However,  it  seems 
to  have  some  charm  about  it,  for  I have 
never  seen  a missionary’s  child  but  who 
would,  frequently,  take  a piece  of  hard 
markook — so  hard,  that  it  would  snap 
like  a “dinner  plate”  when  broken — in 
preference  to  snowy  white  bread  made 
from  American  flour. 

We  have  boys  and  girls  in  school  who 
have  never  in  their  lives  had  enough  of 
wheat  bread  to  eat  until  they  came  to  your 
schools — yes,  your  schools,  dear  friends, 
for  it  is  you  who  make  it  possible  for  us  to 
buy  them  bread.  Many  of  them  have  not 
even  had  wheat  so  plentiful  (?)  as  the 
harvesters  we  saw  beside  our  garden  this 
summer.  I had  just  been  reading  in  the 
Review  of  Reviews  of  “The  Fallacy  of  Ex- 
porting Wheat,”  where  we  are  told  of  the 
annual  wheat  crop  of  the  United  States 
being  700,000,000  bushels,  and  in  The 
Cosmopolitan  of  the  enormous  magnitude 
and  capacity  of  our  Western  reapers, 
threshers,  mills,  etc.,  when  our  little  sons 
came  running  to  me  and  said : “O  come, 
mamma,  and  see  the  people  harvesting  and 
threshing  by  our  garden !”  I made  haste 
lest  they  should  be  done  before  I arrived 
on  the  scene.  My  head  was  full  of  thoughts 
of  magnificent  machinery — truly,  con- 
trasts are  impressive ! There  before  me 
was  an  acre  of  stony  soil,  stone  fences, 
stone  terraced  that  sufficient  soil  might 
be  retained  to  grow  the  grain  and  the 
whitish  yellow  wheat,  so  short  and  dry 
that  it  could  not  wave,  but  it  stood  still  or 
fell  down — dead  ripe  in  the  scorching 
noonday  sun.  The  reaper  was  one  lone 


man  with  a sickle  in  his  hand.  He  slowly 
— and  there  is  no  Yankee  who  could  beat 
an  Oriental  in  moving  slowly — caught  the 
precious  stalks  in  one  hand  and  cut  them 
with  the  other,  then  turned  to  lay  the 
sheaf  (hand  full)  down  behind  him.  The 
reaper  was  immediately  followed  by  the 
thresher — two  old  women  who  gathered 
the  grain  and  sat  down  on  the  ground  to 
shell  it  out  by  rubbing  it  between  their 
hands.  One  then  took  her  little  cap — a 
small  round  fez — and  measured  out  the 
wheat,  one  for  herself  and  one  for  the 
other  shareholder.  In  this  way  the  little 
field  was  harvested.  Before  night  the 
shepherds  and  shepherdesses  brought  their 
hungry  donkeys,  goats  and  cows  (poor 
little  starved-looking  animals  that  you 
wouldn’t  have  on  your  farm)  to  pasture 
what  was  left.  I did  not  hear  what  his 
Majesty’s  tax  ratio  was— one  in  ten,  or 
more,  perhaps.  Poor  things,  each  grain 
of  wheat,  each  loaf  of  bread,  is  labor  for 
many,  and  like  eating  gold  to  more  than 
five  in  ten  of  the  people  in  this  country. 

No  wonder  the  schoolboys  and  girls 
thrive  when  they  get  a sufficient  portion 
of  the  “staff  of  life.”  We  are  glad  that 
“Jesus  the  Living  Bread”  is  ever  before 
them  like  the  manna  around  the  camp  of 
Israel.  They  cannot  “stir  from  their 
tents”  or  walk  about  our  mission  school 
homes  without  doing  one  of  two  things — 
either  gathering  it  or  trampling  it  under- 
foot. May  every  vein  of  their  spiritual 
natures  be  infused  with  the  power  and 
sweetness  of  “Jesus  the  Living  Bread.” 
Myrta  May  Dodds. 


Christ  is  the  foremost  figure  of  the  world  to-day.  The  empires  whose  laws  are 
most  just,  whose  customs  are  most  generous,  whose  institutions  are  most  beneficent 
and  most  permanent,  are  Christian  empires.  Wherever  the  teachings  of  the  Galilean 
prophet  have  most  prevailed,  there  life  is  most  prolific  of  happiness.  He  is  destined 
still  to  conquer,  until  at  last  a weeping  world,  cleansed  from  sin  by  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,  shall  take  up  the  triumphant  refrain,  “Blessing,  and  glory,  and  honor,  and 
might  be  unto  our  God  forever  and  ever!” — F.  G.  T. 
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FAREWELL  MEETING  IN  SCOT- 
LAND WITH  THE  MISSION- 
ARIES. 

A farewell  social  meeting  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kennedy  on  the  eve  of  their  depar- 
ture for  Alexandretta  was  held  in  Glas- 
gow on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  Aug.  25, 
last.  The  gathering  was  unprecedentedly 
large  and  was  thoroughly  representative, 
and  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  shown 
by  the  audience  in  the  missionaries  and 
their  work  was  stimulating  and  encourag- 
ing in  the  highest  degree.  Rev.  John  Mc- 
Kee, Convener  of  Synod’s  Foreign  Mis- 
sion Committee,  occupied  the  chair. 
Forcible  addresses  were  delivered  by  Revs. 
J.  P.  Struthers,  John  McDonald  and  A. 
C.  Gregg,  and  a number  of  prominent 
members  of  the  Church,  all  dealing  in  the 
happiest  manner  with  some  aspect  of 
home  and  foreign  mission  work.  The  in- 
terest of  the  evening  was  centred  in  the 
addresses  of  the  missionaries  themselves, 
who  were  listened  to  with  the  warmest  in- 
terest. Mr.  Kennedy  gave  interesting  in- 
formation regarding  Alexandretta,  the 
new  field  of  labor,  and  he  spoke  of  the  im- 
portance and  hopefulness  of  the  field,  and 
the  great  need  of  effort  there  even  though 
the  difficulties  would  be  great.  He  made 
an  earnest  appeal  for  the  prayers  of  the 
Church,  and  expressed  the  fervent  hope 
that  before  long  he  would  have  co-workers 
sent  out  ‘to  join  him  in  the  field.  Mrs. 
Kennedy,  on  rising,  as  representing  the 
Covenanting  Church  in  America,  received 
quite  an  ovation.  She  spoke  in  the  most 
interesting  manner  of  their  methods  of 
work  in  breaking  new  ground  in  Syria, 
and  the  peculiar  character  of  the  duties 
with  which  their  hands  would  be  filled. 
In  both  the  addresses  there  was  the  gen- 
uine ring  of  the  true,  devoted,  self-deny- 
ing missionary  spirit,  and  the  impression 
made  on  the  audience  was  one  that  is  sure 


to  secure  a deepened  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  mission  in  the  years  to  come.  At 
the  close  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  received  a 
warm  shake  of  the  hands  and  a hearty 
God-speed  from  every  one  who  was  pres- 
ent at  the  meeting.  From  beginning  to 
end  the  meeting  was  one  of  the  happiest 
and  most  successful  that  the  Covenanter 
Church  in  Scotland  has  had  for  many 
years. 

Aiedrie. 

CHRIST  IN  THE  PSALMS.* 

One  of  the  leading  objections  to  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  the  Psalms  in  worship  is 
that  the  name  of  Jesus  is  not  there.  That 
is  the  objection  of  men  who  have  not  read 
them  or  have  read  them  with  a veil  of 
prejudice  over  their  eyes.  Those  whose 
eyes  are  opened  to  see  Jesus  as  the  cen- 
tral figure  in  the  Scriptures,  can  see  Him 
in  His  personal  beauty  and  in  His  marvel- 
lous relationships  to  us  as  clearly  in  the 
Psalms  as  in  other  parts  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. To  them  His  name  is  there. 

There  is  a story  told  of  a Scotch  woman 
who  had  lived  in  London  for  forty  years, 
that  she  went  one  day  to  Mr.  Spurgeon 
and  asked  to  be  taken  into  the  membership 
of  his  congregation.  She  was  very  loud 
in  her  complaints  that  hymn  singing  had 
been  introduced  into  the  Presbyterian 
churches,  and  especially  that  her  favorite 
preachers,  Donald  Fraser  and  Oswald 
Dykes,  had  fallen  in  with  the  innovation. 
“But,  my  good  woman,”  said  Mr.  Spur- 
geon, “we  sing  nothing  but  hymns  in  the 
Tabernacle.”  “That  does  na  matter,”  was 
her  quick  reply,  “ye  ken  nae  better.”  There 
are  many  people  using  uninspired  hymns 
in  worship  both  in  the  family  and  in  pub- 
lic, who  are  doing  so  because  they  <fken 
nae  better.  ” And  I for  one  am  not  ready, 


* Spoken  at  a purity  of  worship  meeting  during  the  Sessions 
of  Synod  in  Syracuse , N.  T.,  June , 1902 , and  published  in 
Olive  Trees  at  the  request  of  personal  friends. 
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under  the  circumstances , to  condemn 
them. 

I believe,  however,  that  no  man  of  ordi- 
nary intelligence  who  examines  the  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  the  exclusive  use  of  an 
inspired  psalmody  in  worship,  with  a re- 
ceptive mind,  will  hesitate  to  admit, 
though  perhaps  unwilling  to  shut  out  un- 
inspired hymns  altogether,  that  the  Bible 
Psalms  ought  to  have  a chief  place  in  our 
service  of  song,  because  so  admirably 
adapted  to  express  spiritual  emotions. 
One  Sabbath  last  October  a Presbyterian 
minister  and  one  of  his  elders  came  in 
to  the  4 o’clock  service  in  Second  New 
York.  At  the  close  he  was  good  enough 
to  express  his  appreciation  of  the  exercises, 
especially  the  singing.  “But  0,”  said  the 
elder,  interrupting  him,  “that  last  song ! I 
never  heard  anything  so  fine.”  That  song 
was  three  stanzas  of  the  62d  Psalm,  sung 
heartily  to  the  popular  air  of  Faith  is  the 
Victory: 

My  soul,  wait  thou  on  God  alone  : 
Because  my  hope  is  He ; 

My  only  Saviour,  Rock,  High  Tower; 
And  moved  I shall  not  be. 

In  God  alone  my  glory  is. 

And  my  salvation  sure; 

In  God  the  Rock  is  of  my  strength, 

My  refuge  most  secure. 

On  Him,  ye  people,  ever  more. 

With  confidence  rely: 

Before  Him  pour  ye  out  your  heart ; 

God  is  our  refuge  high. 

I do  not  wonder  that  minister  was 
moved,  as  he  had  never  heard  psalm-sing- 
ing before,  and  the  verses  voiced  his  own 
feelings  as  a spiritually  minded  man,  then 
nearing  the  eternal  world  into  which  he 
has  since  passed  to  unite  with  the  ran- 
somed of  the  Lord  in  their  unutterable 


melodies  before  the  Throne.  I do  not 
wonder  when  I find  Paul  linking  the  so- 
cial singing  of  psalms,  hymns  and  songs 
spiritual  or  of  a heavenly  origin,  in  one 
instance  with  being  filled  with  the  Spirit 
and  in  another  with  letting  the  word  of 
Christ  dwell  in  us. 

Whenever  I hear  a minister,  as  he  starts 
out  to  comment  on  a psalm,  say,  with  the 
air  of  a new  discoverer,  “This  is  a Mes- 
sianic Psalm,”  I always  remark,  silently 
of  course,  “How  in  the  world  did  you  ever 
find  that  out?”  To  me  they  are  all  Mes- 
sianic. If  I could  have  twenty  hours  in- 
stead of  twenty  minutes,  it  would  be  easy 
to  show  that  they  are  all  full  of  Christ  and 
were  written  to  describe  His  person,  char- 
acter, offices  and  triumphs  as  the  Head 
and  representative  of  ransomed  humanity, 
from  the  first,  where  Jesus  is  the  blessed 
man  who  delights  in  the  law  of  the  Lord, 
to  the  150th,  where  the  whole  creation 
bows  loyally  at  His  feet;  and,  as  we  sing, 
we  have  the  same  vision  that  John  had  on 
the  isle  of  Patmos  and  hear  the  same 
voice  that  he  heard : “Every  creature 

which  is  in  heaven  and  on  the  earth,  and 
under  the  earth,  and  such  as  are  in  the 
sea,  heard  I saying,  Blessing  and  honor 
and  glory  and  power  be  unto  Him  that 
sitteth  upon  the  throne  and  unto  the  Lamb 
for  ever  and  ever.” 

In  these  psalms  Christ  is  set  forth  in 
such  a way  as  to  give  them  special  value 
as  the  vehicles  of  our  praise.  Let  me 
name  four  points,  not  waiting  to  illustrate 
them  at  length: 

In  the  first  place,  we  sing  of  a complete 
Saviour.  In  the  present  day  Christ  is  not 
preached  in  His  fulness.  He  is  set  forth 
as  a priest  to  atone  for  sin,  and  in  such  a 
way  that  the  impression  is  left  on  men 
that  salvation  is  nothing  more  than  de- 
liverance from  the  penal  consequences  of 
sin.  I need  not  say  that  this  aspect  of  His 
work  cannot  be  too  earnestly  insisted  on. 
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It  is  pivotal.  His  death  as  our  surety 
and  substitute  could  not  be  more  impres- 
sively declared  than  it  is  in  the  psalms. 
For  instance,  in  the  40th  and  69th,  in 
which,  as  the  New  Testament  tells  us,  He 
is  the  speaker.  He  so  closely  identifies 
Himself  with  us  as  to  say,  “Mine  iniqui- 
ties have  taken  hold  upon  me  so  that  I am 
not  able  to  look  up,”  and  “0  God,  Thou 
knowest  my  foolishness;  and  my  sins  are 
not  hid  from  Thee.”  While  this  is  true, 
the  preaching  is  incomplete  that  does  not 
also  set  Him  forth  as  a prophet  to  en- 
lighten by  His  word  and  Spirit,  and  call 
men  to  bow  to  His  authority  as  King ; and 
in  the  psalms  all  His  offices  are  pro- 
claimed, in  some  cases  put  side  by  side 
that  we  may  understand  their  true  rela- 
tionship, as  in  the  110th,  where  He  is 
spoken  of  as  a priest,  but  a priest  upon 
His  throne,  and  in  the  22d,  where  we  see 
Him  suffering,  then  preaching,  and  lastly 
receiving  the  fealty  of  the  nations.  You 
cannot  divide  Christ  and  you  cannot 
divide  His  work.  The  new  Covenant  has 
in  view  not  only  our  justification  through 
His  righteousness  set  to  our  account, 
when  we  believe,  but  also  our  sanctifica- 
tion through  holiness  wrought  in  our 
hearts  by  the  Holy  Spirit  sent  forth  in  the 
exercise  of  His  Kingly  authority,  and  so 
we  must  receive  Him  in  all  His  offices. 
You  cannot  separate  the  cross  and  the 
crown.  Only  a complete  Saviour 
preached  can  meet  our  needs,  and 
only  a complete  Saviour  received 
can  comfort  our  hearts.  John  Milne 
tells  us  of  a woman  in  Dundee  who 
was  convinced  of  sin  through  the  preach- 
ing of  a visiting  minister  from  Perth,  and 
she  found  no  peace  for  fifteen  years.  She 
was  driven  and  tossed  with  fear  until  one 
Sabbath  she  heard  the  same  preacher 
again,  and  at  one  point  in  his  sermon,  he 
cried  out,  “Give  up  all  and  get  a whole 
full  Christ.”  She  said,  “That  moment  I 


cried  in  my  heart,  ‘Lord,  I do  give  up  all,’ 
and,”  said  she,  “the  whole  Christ  came  in 
and  filled  me  with  peace  and  joy,  and  I 
have  known  little  variation  since.”  Let 
the  psalms  have  their  true  place  in  wor- 
ship and  the  gospel  will  be  preached  in 
its  purity  and  rounded  fulness. 

Again,  we  sing  of  our  reliance  on  the 
personal  Christ.  I cannot  wait  even  to 
name  the  eleven  psalms  that  are  wholly 
occupied  with  the  idea  of  confidence  in  a 
personal  Saviour,  nor  can  I tell  how  many 
scores  of  times  the  word  trust  occurs  in  the 
Psalter,  and  even  in  songs  where  the  term 
does  not  occur,  that  is  the  central  thought, 
as  in  the  121st : 

I to  the  hills  will  lift  mine  eyes, 
From  whence  doth  come  mine  aid, 
My  safety  cometh  from  the  Lord, 

Who  heaven  and  earth  had  made, 

— lines  that  were  sung  at  family  worship 
the  morning  David  Livingstone  left  home 
for  his  life  work  in  darkest  Africa.  And 
I recall  how  the  maiden  martyr  of  Scot- 
land, whom,  with  an  elderly  companion, 
the  dragoons  of  Claverhouse  fastened  to 
stakes  to  be  drowned  by  the  incoming  tide 
of  the  muddy  Solway,  sang,  deaf  to  every 
taunt  and  every  appeal  to  disloyalty,  even 
to  the  cry  of  the  mother  heart,  “0,  my 
bonnie  Margaret,  gie  in  and  dinna  break 
my  heart,” 

To  Thee  I lift  my  soul; 

0 Lord,  I trust  in  Thee. 

Let  the  psalms  have  their  true  place  in 
worship,  and  there  will  be  no  mistake  as 
to  the  way  of  being  saved.  The  old  word 
trust  makes  clear  the  meaning  of  saving 
faith.  Evangelists  would  no  longer  be 
heard  saying  to  anxious  inquirers,  “Be- 
lieve that  Jesus  died  to  save  you  and  you 
shall  be  saved,”  which  is  not  true.  I am 
not  saved  by  believing  that  Jesus  died  for 
me,  but  by  believing  on  Him  who  died. 
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Converts  would  no  longer  be  heard  sing- 
ing, “There  is  life  for  a look  at  the  Cruci- 
fied One/’  which  is  not  true.  But  their 
song  would  be : 

They  looked  to  Him  and  cheer  received, 
Their  faces  were  from  shame  relieved; 
This  poor  man  on  the  Lord  did  call ; 

He  heard  and  saved  from  sorrows  all. 

If  a merchant  says  to  me,  “Mr.  Sommer- 
ville,  if  you  need  $1,000  this  summer  for 
the  missions,  you  can  look  to  me,”  I know 
what  he  means.  If  I were  to  go  to  his 
office  and  look  at  him  through  the  win- 
dow every  day  for  months,  I would  get 
nothing,  but  if  I go  in  and  look  to  him,  he 
will  hand  me  the  money.  If  we  would  be 
saved  we  must  trust  in  the  loving,  living, 
personal  Christ,  wholly,  simply  and  alone. 
That  is  the  gospel  teaching  of  the  psalms. 

Once  more,  we  sing  of  happiness  in 
communion  with  Christ.  Forgiveness 
restores  to  the  presence  and  favor  of  God, 
and  we  sing : 

0 blessed  the  man  is  unto  whom 
Have  freely  pardoned  been 
All  the  transgressions  he  hath  done, 
And  covered  is  his  sin. 

This  brings  a desire  for  closer  fellowship, 
and  we  sing,  as  we  sit  in  our  closets : 

Thy  testimonies  wondrous  are, 

My  soul  them  keeps  with  care, 

The  op’ning  of  Thy  words  gives  light; 
Makes  wise  who  simple  are. 

My  mouth  I also  opened  wide 
And  panted  earnestly: 

For  after  Thy  commandments  I 
Have  longed  exceedingly. 

And  thinking  of  the  hour  and  house  of 
prayer,  we  sing : 


Blessed  is  the  man  whom  Thou  dost 
choose. 

And  bringest  near  to  Thee, 

That  he  within  Thy  temple  courts 
May  still  a dweller  be. 

We  surely  shall  be  satisfied 
With  Thine  abundant  grace, 

And  with  the  goodness  of  Thy  house, 
Even  of  Thy  holy  place. 

With  this  sense  of  nearness  comes  a con- 
sciousness of  safety,  even  in  the  most  try- 
ing circumstances,  and  we  sing: 

Within  Thy  tabernacle  I 
For  ever  will  abide; 

And  under  covert  of  Thy  wings 
With  confidence  I’ll  hide. 

Or 

Jehovah’s  angel  camping  near, 

Hath  rescued  all  who  did  Him  fear. 
The  Lord  is  good;  0 taste  and  see 
Who  trusts  in  Him  how  blest  is  he! 

Then  comes  the  end.  The  earth  recedes, 
and,  as  we  enter  the  valley,  the  light  of 
heaven  throws  the  shadow  of  the  living 
Christ  across  it,  and  we  sing: 

Because  of  this  my  heart  is  glad. 

And  joy  shall  be  expressed 
Even  by  my  glory;  and  my  flesh 
In  confidence  shall  rest. 

But  as  for  me,  I Thine  own  face 
In  righteousness  will  see; 

And  with  Thy  likeness,  when  I wake, 

I satisfied  shall  be. 

I wait,  my  soul  waits  for  the  Lord — 

By  hope  in  His  own  word  upborne — 
Waits  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord, 

As  weary  watchers  for  the  morn. 
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A tourist  tells  us  that  once  he  and  a 
companion  climbed  the  famous  Snowden 
in  Wales.  The  morning  was  unfavorable. 
They  started  through  mists  and  fogs,  but 
after  an  ascent  of  a few  miles  came  out 
into  beautiful  sunshine.  The  top  reached, 
they  looked  upwards  to  clear  blue  sky. 
They  looked  around  and  saw  giant  peaks 
lifting  their  heads  above  the  mists  and 
storms.  They  looked  downwards,  and  the 
clouds  they  had  passed  through  became 
darker  and  denser,  and  in  a moment  the 
thunder  boomed  and  lightnings  flashed 
beneath  their  feet.  As  they  gazed  upon 
the  rare  and  awful  scene,  he  says,  “A  little 
bird  rose  above  the  storm-cloud,  and  as  if 
glad  to  escape  the  region  of  storms  and 
reach  a sunny  clime,  it  poured  forth  a 
carol  of  sweetest  strains.”  This  is  an  em- 
blem of  what  Christ  has  done  for  us.  He 
found  us  in  the  misty  valley,  and  led 
us  through  storm-clouds  of  sin  into  the 
clear  sunshine  of  His  own  peace,  and  our 
joy  is  voiced  in  songs  of  praise. 

Finally,  we  sing  of  triumphant  service 
under  the  leadership  of  Christ.  We  sing, 
The  Lord  reigneth — there  is  power  on  the 
Throne;  we  sing,  Say  unto  the  heathen 
the  Lord  reigneth — there  are  marching 
orders;  we  sing  of  a host  declaring  the 
message — there  is  obedience ; and  we  sing 
of  kings  laying  their  crowns  and  treasures 
at  His  feet — there  is  success.  His  name 
shall  endure  forever.  Hpon  His  head 
shall  the  crown  flourish.  And  there  shall 
be  a new  heaven  and  a new  earth.  Even 
what  men  irreverently  call  the  “cursing 
psalms,”  69th  and  109th,  are  full  of 
Christ,  and  their  predictions  are  His  ut- 
terances, not  ours.  As  Moule  says,  “They 
are  clouds,  but  let  us  be  sure  that  they  be- 
long to  the  cloud-land  which  gathers  round 
the  Throne,  and  which  only  conceals,  not 
wrecks,  its  immovable  righteousness  and 
love”  in  the  complete  defeat  of  His 
enemies  and  the  universal  recognition  of 


His  mediatorial  sovereignty.  Looked  at 
from  a human  standpoint,  Christianity 
may  seem  to  be  fighting  a losing  battle, 
but  viewed  from  the  Divine  standpoint, 
victory  is  sure. 

To  Jehovah  shout  aloud, 

Let  the  earth  with  gladness  ring ; 

Break  ye  forth  with  mighty  voice, 
Break  ye  forth,  rejoice  and  sing. 

Sea  and  all  its  fulness,  roar; 

Earth  and  dwellers,  lift  the  voice; 

Floods  and  rivers,  clap  your  hands ; 
Hills,  with  one  accord,  rejoice — 

Now  before  Jehovah  all: 

For  to  judgment  cometh  He; 

Justly  He  the  earth  will  judge, 

And  the  people  uprightly. 

CHILDREN  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

Instead  of  the  fathers,  God  takes  the 
children  and  makes  them  His  witnesses. 
God  said  of  Abraham : “I  know  him,  that 
he  will  command  his  children  and  his 
household  after  him,  and  they  shall  keep 
the  way  of  the  Lord,  to  do  justice  and 
judgment.”  Moses  commanded  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  to  write  God’s  law  on  the 
lintels  and  door  posts  of  their  houses,  to 
have  it  as  frontlets  between  their  eyes,  to 
talk  of  it  in  the  house  and  by  the  way,  and 
to  instruct  their  children  in  a knowledge 
of  it.  David,  the  general,  the  king  and 
the  sweet  singer  of  Israel,  recognized  the 
children  as  the  hope  of  the  Church,  and 
his  great  soul  was  moved  with  compassion 
for  them. 

“0,  children,  hither  do  you  come  and  unto 
me  give  ear, 

I shall  you  teach  to  understand  how  ye 
the  Lord  should  fear.” 

The  prophets  looked  forward  to  the 
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giving  of  the  Spirit,  who  would 
turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to 
the  children.  Our  Master  was  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  children.  “Suffer  the  lit- 
tle children  to  come  unto  Me,  and  forbid 
them  not;  for  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of 
God.”  The  nearer  the  natural  birth,  the 
nearer  the  spiritual.  It  is  easier  for  a 
child  to  accept  of  Christ  than  an  adult. 
Solomon  said : “Train  up  a child  in  the 
way  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he 
will  not  depart  from  it.”  And  the  apostle 
Paul  reaffirms  this : “Ye  fathers,  provoke 
not  your  children  to  wrath,  but  bring  them 
up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord.”  A fearful  responsibility  rests  upon 
parents.  Many  discourage  and  hinder 
their  children  instead  of  leading  them 
kindly  and  gently  into  the  Kingdom. 
They  talk  down  the  Church.  They  speak 
slightingly  of  the  principles  of  the  Church. 
They  lead  their  children  to  believe  that 
the  Church  is  to  be  shunned  and  the  pastor 
to  be  kept  at  a distance.  As  is  to  be  ex- 
pected, they  set  the  faces  of  their  children 
away  from  the  Church.  The  Master  seems 
to  have  had  such  in  mind  when  He  said : 
“Whosoever  shall  offend  one  of  these  little 
ones,  it  were  better  for  him  that  a mill- 
stone were  hanged  about  his  neck  and  he 
were  drowned  in  the  depths  of  the  sea.” 
The  Great  Shepherd  cares  for  the  lambs. 
He  carries  them  in  His  bosom.  He  says : 
“Feed  My  lambs.”  From  the  days  of  John 
Knox  the  Church  of  Scotland  has  given 
special  attention  to  the  children.  Family 
worship  was  observed  in  the  home  morn- 
ing and  evening,  in  which  the  children 
joined  regularly.  The  children  committed 
the  Psalms  and  the  catechism  prepared 
by  Knox,  and  later  the  Shorter  and  Larger 
Catechisms  by  the  Westminster  Assembly. 
The  children  occupied  the  family  pew  with 
their  parents  at  church  every  Sabbath  day. 
Sabbath  evening  was  spent  at  the  fire- 
side, the  children  reciting  their  Psalms 


and  catechisms,  giving  the  outlines  and 
illustrations  of  the  sermons  of  the  day, 
reading  verse  about  in  the  Bible,  listening 
to  their  father  talk  of  the  contendings 
of  the  martyrs  and  confessors  of  Jesus  in 
former  times,  and  at  last  all  joining  in 
family  worship.  The  Covenanters  brought 
these  good  old  customs  to  America,  and 
in  many  parts  of  our  Church  they  are  ob- 
served to-day,  to  the  rooting  and  ground- 
ing of  the  children  in  the  Covenanter 
faith.  The  Covenanter  Church  cannot 
live  unless  the  family  altar  is  kept  in  good 
repair  in  all  our  homes,  and  the  minds  of 
the  children  are  filled  with  the  Psalms 
and  Bible  and  catechism  and  testimony  of 
the  Church.  Paul  wrote  to  the  Hebrews : 
“Therefore  we  ought  to  give  the  more 
earnest  heed  to  the  things  that  we  have 
heard,  lest  by  any  means  we  should  let 
them  slip.”  In  the  new  version  it  is : 
“Lest  haply  we  drift  away  from  them.” 
There  is  a drift  in  the  Arctic  region  from 
east  to  west  across  the  North  Pole.  Ex- 
plorers from  the  west  seeking  the  Pole  find 
the  drift  of  ice  carries  them  away  faster 
than  they  can  travel  over  the  ice  toward 
the  Pole.  There  is  a worldly  drift  that 
carries  the  Church  away  from  first  prin- 
ciples. Nothing  but  the  undercurrent  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  can  overcome  this  drift. 
And  this  Divine  current  flows  through  the 
channels  of  revelation.  In  the  Devolu- 
tion Settlement  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land in  1688,  the  Covenanter  Church  con- 
tinued anchored  to  the  rock,  and  has  con- 
tinued so  to  this  day.  But  the  Established 
Church  became  worldly  and  mercenary 
and  ungodly.  In  1843  the  Free  Church 
came  out.  But  they  were  so  poisoned  by 
the  drug  of  carnality  that  deterioration 
has  continued  to  this  day.  They  lost  the 
Psalms  and  the  catechism  and  the  family 
altar.  The  children  drifted  away.  This 
is  also  true  of  the  Presbyterian  churches 
in  America.  In  1859  God  sent  a provi- 
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dential  reproof  to  both  the  Scotch  and 
American  churches  for  this  neglect  of  the 
children.  Eev.  Edward  Payson  Ham- 
mond, D.D.,  was  a theological  student 
from  America  in  Edinburgh.  A letter  of 
introduction  from  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Skin- 
ner, of  New  York,  to  Eev.  Dr.  W.  Lindsay 
Alexander,  led  to  his  appointment  as  sup- 
ply for  the  pulpit  of  Musselburgh  while 
pursuing  his  studies  in  the  Free  Church 
Seminary.  A revival  was  the  result.  Its 
chief  feature  was  the  conversion  of  chil- 
dren from  four  to  ten  years  of  age.  Those 
little  boys  and  girls  had  convictions  of  sin 
as  intelligent  and  genuine  as  adults.  They 
looked  to  Jesus  and  His  cross  and  cried 
for  pardon.  They  were  pardoned  in  the 
blood  of  Christ.  Their  simple  faith  in 
their  Saviour  and  His  cross  was  as  real 
and  intelligent  as  their  parents’  faith. 
They  experienced  the  same  joy  that  older 
people  do  when  their  sins  were  pardoned. 
In  the  after  meetings  these  children  would 
pray  fervently  and  touchingly.  They 
would  tell  their  little  companions  what 
they  had  felt,  and  urge  them  to  come  to 
Jesus  and  be  saved  from  their  sins.  Dr. 
Alexander  was  alarmed.  He  went  down  to 
Musselburgh  and  preached.  But  he  would 
not  stay  for  the  after  meeting.  In  a 
speech  in  Glasgow  in  May,  1860,  he  thus 
describes  the  affair : “Another  thing  that 
struck  me  very  much  was  the  multitude 
of  young  persons,  of  children,  who  were 
in  the  meeting,  and  who  seemed  interested 
in  the  work.  I confess  I had  something  of 
an  unbelieving  state  of  mind  on  that  sub- 
ject. Having  never  come  in  contact  my- 
self with  anything  of  the  kind,  I frankly 
confess  I had  not  just  the  same  cordial 
belief  in  the  conversion  of  very  young 
children  as  I have  now.  I happened  to 
leave  my  great  coat  in  one  of  the  small 
vestries.  When  I went  to  the  door  for 
it,  I found  it  bolted.  I was  going  to 
retire,  when  the  door  opened,  and  a very 


little  girl  appeared.  I asked  if  there  was 
anybody  in.  She  said,  ^Yes,  sir.’  Whis- 
pering, I said,  £I  was  going  in  for  my 
great  coat,  but  I will  not  disturb  you ; but 
who  is  here?’  She  said,  ‘A  wheen  o’  us 
lassies.’  I said,  'I  will  not  go  in  then; 
could  you  get  me  my  coat  ?’  She  said,  ‘It’s 
here,  sir,  but  I canna  get  up  to ’t.’  I was 
going  away,  when  she  said,  'You  might 
come  in.’  So  I went  in,  and  there  I found 
(I  forget  exactly  how  many)  little  girls 
upon  their  knees,  and  one  of  them  was 
engaged  in  prayer.  Whether  she  had 
overhead  us  talking  at  the  door,  or  sup- 
posed that  some  person  had  come  in,  I 
do  not  know;  but  her  voice  faltered,  and 
she  concluded  very  quickly,  so  that  I 
scarcely  heard  her.  But  directly  she  had 
concluded,  another  little  girl  began  to 
pray,  and  a very  simple,  very  childlike, 
but  very  beautiful,  prayer  it  was.  I stood 
listening  to  that  child’s  prayer , and  the 
tears  started  in  my  eyes  as  I listened.  I 
could  not  help  it.  I felt  that  I was  re- 
proved; that  I had  doubted  the  work  of 
God  in  that  particular , and  now  Re  had 
brought  me  face  to  face  with  the  work  it- 
self. When  she  concluded  her  little,  sim- 
ple prayer,  they  all  rose  up,  and  very 
abashed  the  poor  little  things  looked  when 
they  saw  I was  standing  in  the  midst  of 
them. 

“I  began  to  talk  to  this  little  girl  who 
had  been  engaged  in  prayer,  and  I said  to 
her,  after  I had  reassured  her  a little,  'Well 
now,  I heard  you  thanking  God  for  par- 
doning your  sins,  and  for  the  peace  of 
mind  you  have;  I suppose  you  feel  that 
you  have  been  converted.’  And  she  said, 
'Yes,  sir,’  with  great  quietness  and  great 
assurance  of  mind.  I said,  'Now,  how  did 
that  come  to  pass?  You  did  not  always 
think  of  these  things.’  'Oh,  no !’  she  said, 
'I  never  cared  about  them  at  all.’  ‘Well,’ 
I said,  ‘just  tell  me  how  it  came  to  pass 
that  you  did  come  to  care  about  them.’ 
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She  said,  ‘I  came  to  the  meetings  and 
attended  them  for  awhile,  but  I did  not 
care  much  about  what  was  goipg  on.  One 
night  I went,  with  some  others,  into  a 
room.  There  were  a good  many  women 
there,  and  some  of  them  were  greetin’ 
about  their  sins.  A lady  was  present  who 
spoke  to  them,  told  them  about  their  sins 
and  told  them  how  they  were  to  get  par- 
don ; and/  she  added,  in  her  simple  sort  of 
way,  The  thought  just  came  into  my  mind 
that  I was  a sinner,  too.’  I said,  'And  did 
you  go  away  with  that  thought?’  'Yes/ 
she  replied.  I said,  'Did  that  grieve  you  ?’ 
Looking  up  in  my  face  with  a most  earnest 
and  striking  expression,  she  said,  'Eh, 
sir,  I was  in  an  awfu’  way !’  In  this  state 
she  continued  for  a good  while.  I asked, 
'How  did  you  find  peace  of  mind?’  'Oh, 
sir/  she  replied,  'it  was  something  that 
Mr.  Hammond  said  when  he  was  preach- 
ing.’ I asked,  'What  gave  you  peace  of 
mind?’  Turning  on  me  again  the  same 
intense  and  earnest  look,  she  exclaimed, 
'Oh,  there  is  nothing  can  give  peace  of 
mind  to  the  sinner  but  the  blood  that  was 
shed  on  Calvary.’  Now,  I just  put  it  to 
any  experienced  minister  if  such  a state- 
ment does  not  show  that  this  child  knows 
the  way  of  salvation,  and  if  it  does  not 
afford  evidence  that  she  has  experienced 
the  grace  of  God  in  truth.  For  my  own 
part,  all  my  doubts  and  unbelieving  sus- 
picions were  gone. 

"I  may  just  mention,  that  as  this  talk 
was  going  on,  there  was  a little  boy  in  the 
corner  of  the  room,  so  little  a fellow  that 
he  had  just  emerged  from  the  condition 
of  petticoats,  and  had  not  reached  the 
dignity  of  a jacket,  his  whole  costume  be- 
ing in  one  piece  from  his  neck  to  his  heels. 
He  was  standing  in  the  corner  of  the 
room  and  sobbing  very  hard.  The  only 
idea  that  came  into  my  mind  was  that  the 
little  fellow  was  sleepy,  and  that  he  wanted 
to  go  home,  as  it  was  now  about  10 


o’clock.  I said  to  one  of  the  girls  that 
he  was  wearied,  and  that  some  one  had 
better  take  him  home.  She  said,  'Oh,  no, 
sir ; he  is  not  wearied,  he  is  greetin’  about 
his  sins.’  . I went  to  the  little  fellow  and  I 
spoke  to  him;  however,  he  was  really  past 
speaking  to.  He  was  in  a state  of  great 
distress,  whatever  was  the  cause.  I said 
to  onp  of  the  girls,  'Perhaps  you  could 
speak  to  him  better  than  I could/  and 
she  replied,  'Well,  yes,  sir;  I will  speak 
to  him,  but  he  does  not  belong  to  this 
place.’  I said,  ‘Indeed !’  'No,  puir  fel- 
low; he  has  walked  all  the  way  frae  Pres- 
tonpans  to-night.’  Now  this  was  a dark, 
wintry  night,  and  yet  this  little  creature 
had  walked  by  himself  about  four  miles 
to  get  to  the  meeting.  I asked  about  him 
the  last  time  I was  out.  This  little  girl 
told  me  that  she  believed  he  was  going  on 
in  the  right  way. 

''Several  persons  went  down  to  Mussel- 
burgh from  Edinburgh.  Among  them  was 
a female  servant.  She  entered  into  con- 
versation with  one  of  the  little  girls,  who 
immediately  began  to  preach  Christ  to 
her  as  the  Saviour,  to  the  utter  amazement 
and  astonishment  of  this  woman.  She 
said  to  her,  'Lassie,  where  did  you  learn 
this  ?’  After  a little  while,  the  little  girl, 
to  her  still  further  astonishment,  said,  'If 
you  will  kneel  down,  I will  pray  with  you.’ 
And  to  use  the  woman’s  own  words,  'She 
just  drappit  down  on  her  knees,  and  I 
could  na  but  gang  down  too.’  And  the 
little  girl  prayed ; and  the  woman,  strong- 
ly moved,  when  they  rose  up,  exclaimed, 
'Lassie,  whaever  learned  you  to  pray?’ 
The  child’s  answer  was,  'Nobody  learned 
me;  I think  the  Lord  just  pits ’t  into  me.’ 
That  was  the  means  of  that  woman’s  con- 
version, and  she  is  now  one  who  gives  evi- 
dence of  being  really  converted. 

"Dr.  Hammond  had  intended  to  be  a 
missionary  to  Bulgaria.  But  these  chil- 
dren’s meetings  determined  his  life  work. 
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He  held  similar  meetings  in  Brooklyn,  in 
Dr.  Buddington’s  church.  The  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sabbath  school  was  not  a 
believer  in  this  work.  There  were  2,000 
present.  Many  children  were  in  tears. 
After  returning  home  the  superintendent’s 
wife  said  to  her  husband,  ‘My  dear,  I did 
not  see  you  at  work  in  the  inquiry  meet- 
ing. The  children  were  weeping  for  their 
sins.  Many  more  helpers  were  needed.  I 
am  sure  many  expected  you,  being  a su- 
perintendent, would  be  working  among 
those  who  were  inquiring  the  way  of  life.’ 
‘I  have  no  faith  in  this  work  among  chil- 
dren,’ he  replied.  ‘I  think  that  they  were 
merely  weeping  at  some  of  the  very  touch- 
ing stories  they  had  heard.  I do  not  be- 
lieve they  knew  anything  about  the  convic- 
tion of  sin  experimentally.’  ‘But  you 
would  have  believed  so,’  said  his  wife,  ‘if 
you  had  gone  among  the  children  as  I 
did.’  ‘I  have  no  wish  to  do  so,’  was  the 
reply.  ‘I  do  not  believe  in  this  way  of 
doing  things.’  So  he  continued  for  three 
days.  We  had  long  arguments  together, 
and  though  he  attended  the  meeting  each 
day,  he  seemed  to  grow  severely  censori- 
ous. There  I was,  a guest  in  his  house, 
and  he  all  the  time  blind  to  the  great  work 
which  God  by  His  Holy  Spirit  was  carry- 
ing on  in  the  hearts  of  many  of  the  chil- 
dren and  youths.  About  the  fourth  day 
of  the  meetings,  as  he  was  passing  across 
one  corner  of  the  inquiry  meeting,  down 
in  the  aisle  right  before  him  he  found  two 
little  girls,  one  of  them  weeping  bitterly. 
Said  the  weeping  child  to  the  other,  ‘Oh, 
I am  such  a sinner,  how  can  God  ever  for- 
give me?’  ‘I  felt  just  so,  too,  last  Mon- 
day,’ the  other  replied,  ‘but  one  of  the 
Christians  talked  and  prayed  with  me,  and 
pointed  me  to  Jesus;  and  as  I myself 
prayed  to  Him,  He  showed  me  His  bleed- 
ing hands  and  wounded  side,  until  I saw 
and  felt  that  He  had  truly  loved  me  and 
given  Himself  for  me;  and  I could  not 


help  loving  Him;  so  I gave  my  heart  to 
Him,  and  have  been  a happy  little  girl 
ever  since,  trying  to  get  all  my  friends  to 
come  to  Him;  and  now  if  you  will  bow 
your  head,  you  too  can  come  to  Jesus  and 
be  as  happy  as  I am.’ 

“They  did  pray  together,  and  oh,  such 
an  earnest  prayer ! It  was  enough  to  melt 
the  hardest  heart.  We  both  stood  and 
listened.  Suddenly  I saw  my  tall  friend, 
the  superintendent,  quivering  like  an 
aspen  leaf.  That  little  girl  praying  with 
her  friend  was  his  daughter,  who  had  been 
converted  since  the  first  meeting,  and 
while  her  father  had  been  cavilling  about 
the  work,  she  had  been  leading  souls  to 
Christ.  He  turned,  and,  seizing  me  by 
the  hand,  said,  ‘Can  you  forgive  me  ? Can 
God  forgive  me  ?’  ” 

The  conclusion  to  which  a study  of  Dr. 
Hammond’s  work  for  children  leads  is: 
Parents  should  seek  the  conversion  of 
their  children  in  their  earliest  years. 
Parents  should  hold  themselves  respon- 
sible for  the  leading  of  their  children  to 
Christ.  The  Covenanter  method  of  home 
instruction  is  the  Scriptural  one.  The 
public  revival  for  children  is  God’s  rebuke 
for  the  neglect  of  the  parents  at  home. 
Out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and  sucklings 
He  perfects  praise. 

J.  M.  Foster. 

Boston , Mass. 

PROTESTANTISM  IN  FRANCE. 

In  1806  there  were  for  the  whole  of 
France,  excluding  Alsace,  120  pastors  in 
the  reformed  churches.  Now  there  are 
more  than  1,200,  ten  times  as  many.  In 
the  Pas  de  Calais,  during  the  last  twelve 
years,  1,500  miners  have  been  won  from 
Romanism.  In  Dordogne  there  was,  six 
years  ago,  one  Protestant  community; 
now  there  are  five.  In  the  district  of  St. 
Aubin  de  Blaye  as  far  down  as  1890  there 
was  not  a Protestant  congregation ; now 
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there  are  six,  with  numerous  outposts,  all 
formed  by  conversions  from  Roman 
Catholicism.  The  region  round  Pons  was, 
only  five  years  since,  entirely  under  the 
influence  of  the  Roman  clergy ; now  there 
are  four  Evangelical  congregations,  with 
seven  annexes,  and  the  gospel  is  preached 
in  more  than  forty  villages. 

I could  quote  similar  instances  of  suc- 
cessful mission  work  in  many  other  parts. 
Cherente  in  the  west,  Gers  in  the  south, 
Lot  and  Haute  Loire  in  the  center  of 
France.  In  some  cases  the  conversions 
have  taken  place  in  numbers.  In  Marcil- 
loc  60  out  of  100,  in  Le  Monteil  70  out 
of  80  inhabitants,  in  Madranges  from  300 
to  400  have  come  out  and  joined  the 
Protestant  Church. 

Now  I do  not  wish  to  lead  you  to  believe 
that  France  will  become  Protestant  in  a 
few  years,  but  that  we  are  gaining  ground 
on  Romanism  there  can,  I think,  be  no 
doubt. — C.  Merle  D'Aubigne. 

PSALM  120.* 

1.  Distressed  I to  Jehovah  cried, 

And  He  unto  me  replied. 

O Jehovah,  my  soul  free 
From  false  lips  of  flattery. 

2.  And  from  tongue  of  vile  deceit 
Grant  deliverance,  I entreat. 

What  shall  unto  thee  be  given ; 

Further  done  by  wrathful  heaven, 

3.  O deceitful,  lying  tongue? 

Sharpened  arrows  of  the  strong. 

With  the  coals  of  burning  broom. 
Hottest  coals  shall  be  thy  doom ! 

4.  Woe  betide  me  that  I spend 
Wretched  years  in  Mesheck’s  land. 

That  in  Kedar’s  tents  I fare ! 

Long  the  time  my  soul’s  dwelt  there; 


* Versified  by  R.  J.  Dodds,  Me-sina,  Turkey. 


5.  Dwelt  with  those  who  peace  abhor. 

I’m  for  peace,  but  they’re  for  war. 

If  I utter  but  a word, 

Quick  their  heart  to  war  is  stirred. 

f 

A TIMID  WOMAN’S  REWARD. 

In  a revival  meeting  one  evening,  a 
timid  old  lady  felt  that  she  ought  to  speak 
to  a couple  of  young  men  about  their 
souls,  but  it  was  some  time  before  she 
could  find  the  courage  to  do  it.  She  had 
been  a church  member  from  childhood  and 
no  one  doubted  her  piety,  but  she  was  so 
reserved  and  quiet  by  nature  that  she  in- 
stinctively shrank  from  doing  anything 
that  would  bring  her  into  the  slightest 
prominence. 

Finally,  however,  she  made  the  effort, 
and,  with  limbs  almost  sinking  under  her, 
she  went  to  the  young  men  and  told  them 
they  ought  to  be  Christians,  but  she  did  it 
in  such  an  odd  and  hesitating  way  that 
both  laughed  in  her  face  and  made  no 
reply.  This  so  mortified  her  that  she  be- 
gan to  cry  and  returned  to  her  seat,  feel- 
ing that  she  would  never  again  attempt 
to  say  a word  to  any  one  about  being 
saved.  She  would  leave  that  work  to  the 
preachers  and  others,  who  had  gifts  in 
that  way,  she  resolved. 

Now,  it  so  happened  that  these  two 
young  men  were  roommates,  and  late  that 
night  one  of  them  awakened  and  heard 
the  other  give  a groan  that  alarmed  him. 
“What  is  the  matter?”  he  asked,  and  the 
other  replied : 

“I  am  disgusted  with  myself  for  the 
way  in  which  I treated  that  good  old  lady. 
It  was  a hard  thing  for  her  to  come  and 
speak  to  us,  and  I hate  myself  for  laugh- 
ing in  her  face  as  I did.  It  wouldn’t  do 
for  anybody  to  behave  in  that  way  to  my 
mother.  She  wanted  to  do  me  good  and 
I should  have  been  civil  to  her  at  least.” 

The  other  young  man  assented  to  all 
this,  and  was  soon  feeling  as  badly  as  his 
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friend.  In  a little  while  they  were  both 
under  such  deep  conviction  that  they  had 
to  get  up  and  go  to  praying,  kneeling 
down  with  the  bed  between  them,  and 
before  morning  both  were  soundly  con- 
verted, as  has  been  shown  by  their  lives 
ever  since. 

One  of  the  two  became  a preacher  and 
the  other  is  to-day  a prominent  manu- 
facturer in  the  town  where  he  was  con- 
verted. He  is  an  active,  earnest  Chris- 
tian worker,  whose  influence  for  good  has 
long  been  felt  all  over  the  county  and  be- 
yond, and  all  through  the  halting  effort  of 
the  timid  woman  who  was  laughed  at  in 
her  first  attempt  to  say  a word  for  Christ 
at  the  prompting  of  the  Holy  Spirit. — 
Epworth  Herald. 

LOST  HIS  TEMPER. 

George  III.  once  gave  a hard  hit  at  Lord 
Kenyon,  one  of  the  most  uncomfortable 
noblemen  in  the  English  court.  He  came 


into  the  royal  presence  one  day  in  great 
excitement,  and  seeing  the  surprise  de- 
picted on  the  face  of  the  monarch,  said  in 
self-defense,  “I  have  lost  my  temper.” 

The  king  was  quick  at  a repartee,  and, 
without  waiting  for  the  explanation  which 
was  to  follow,  said : “I  congratulate  you. 
I hope  you  will  find  a better  one ; for  your 
old  one  was  the  worst  I ever  knew.” 

The  courtiers  laughed,  and  even  Lord 
Kenyon  could  not  hold  out  against  the 
general  merriment. 

The  man  had  not  really  lost  his  temper ; 
he  had  lost  control  of  it.  But  the  fact  is, 
no  man  can  handle  the  thing  himself. 
But  Christ  can  do  it  for  him.  The  thing 
to  be  done  is  to  give  one’s  self,  temper  and 
all,  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  let  Him  have 
absolute  control  of  the  being.  If  that  is 
done,  then,  really  and  truly,  the  temper 
will  be  lost,  and  the  soul  will  constantly 
grow  in  likeness  to  its  Lord. — Messiah's 
Herald. 


In  return  for  the  love  which  brought  down  the  Son  of  Man  from  heaven,  and  which 
led  Him  to  die  for  us  on  thfi  cross,  we  cannot  give  Him  holy  lives,  for  we  are  not  holy; 
we  cannot  give  Him  pure  souls,  for  our  souls  are  not  pure  ; but  this  one  thing  we  can 
give,  and  this  is  what  He  asks — hearts  that  shall  never  cease  from  this  day  forward, 
till  we  reach  the  grave,  to  strive  to  be  more  like  Him,  to  root  out  from  within  us  the 
sin  that  keeps  us  from  Him.  To  such  a battle  I call  you  in  His  name.  And  even  if 
at  the  last  day  you  shall  not  be  able  to  show  any  other  service,  yet  be  sure  that  when 
thousands  of  His  saints  go  forth  to  meet  Him  and  to  show  His  triumph,  He  will  turn  to 
embrace  with  arms  of  tenderness  the  poor  penitent  who  has  nothing  to  offer  but  a 
life  spent  in  a never-ceasing  struggle  with  himself,  an  unwearied  battle  with  the  faults 
that  have  taken  possession  of  his  soul. — Archbishop  Temple. 


It  is  great  encouragement  in  missionary  work  to  know  that  every  nation  is  by  right 
of  gift  and  inheritance  our  Lord’s.  He  sold  His  all  to  purchase  it,  because  His  treas- 
ure was  buried  here.  It  is  ours  to  make  it  His  in  fact.  It  is  always  easy  to  work  on 
the  line  of  the  divine  purpose.  God  never  purposes  outside  what  is  practicable  and 
possible  for  man  to  realize.  Apprehend  the  purpose  of  God,  and  without  hesitation 
claim  its  realization.  — F.  B.  Meyer. 


It  cannot  be  that  I was  made  so  that  my  thirst  should  run  to  the  river,  and  my 
curiosity  to  the  book,  and  my  friendship  to  my  friend,  and  yet  that  my  soul  should 
hold  back  and  hesitate  when  it  is  offered  the  chance  to  go  to  God. — Phillips  Brooks. 
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— Olive  Trees  requests  its  readers  who 
have  not  yet  paid  subscription  for  1901 
and  1902  to  remit  the  money  as  soon  as 
possible.  Those  who  are  in  arrears  for 
more  than  two  years  must  have  an  im- 
pression that  the  printers  and  engravers 
of  New  York  work  for  nothing,  or  else 
that  the  publisher  is  on  the  Police  Force. 
It  is  useless  to  reason  with  them.  But  all 
who  are  interested  in  the  missionary  oper- 
ations of  the  Church  and  wish  to  bear  a 
part  in  sustaining  and  extending  them 
should  address 

R.  M.  SOMMERVILLE, 

327  W.  56th  St., 

New  York. 

— Olive  Trees  acknowledges  receipt  of 
five  dollars  for  Foreign  Missions  from  the 
L.  M.  Society  of  Almonte  congregation, 
through  Mrs.  J.  S.  Waddell,  Blakeney, 
Ontario,  Canada.  Twenty-nine  dollars 
and  sixteen  cents,  the  equivalent  of  £6 
sterling,  have  also  been  received  from 
“Four  Friends  in  Belfast,”  to  support  an 
orphan  in  Miss  Cunningham’s  school  in 
Suadia,  Syria.  This  money  has  been 
passed  on  to  the  Treasurer. 

— Since  last  report  Olive  Trees  has 
received  the  following  contributions  from 
the  young  women  of  the  Church  toward 
the  salary  of  their  missionary : 

Mrs.  Eda  S.  E.  McKee,  Allegheny, 

Pa $25.00 

Miss  Lizzie  McNaughton,  Mersina, 

Asia  Minor 5.20 

From  the  ministers  towards  the  salary 
of  their  missionary  for  1902  : 

Eev.  B.  M.  Sharp,  McKeesport,  Pa. $20. 00 

— Through  the  courtesy  of  the  secre- 
taries, Olive  Trees  has  received  from  the 


Board  of  American  Commissioners,  the 
Board  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  the  Boards  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  North 
America,  and  the  Baptist  Missionary 
Union,  reports  of  the  foreign  missionary 
work  under  their  care  during  the  year 
1901-2.  Extracts  from  these  admirable 
papers  will  be  found  under  “News  of  the 
Churches”  in  this  and  future  issues.  The 
Keformed  Presbyterian  Church  needs  to 
know  what  is  being  done  for  the  evan- 
gelization of  the  world  by  other  denomina- 
tions of  Christians,  and  the  grand  suc- 
cess with  which  God  is  blessing  their 
efforts,  that  its  members  may  be  stimu- 
lated to  more  self-denying  service. 

— The  Christian  Statesman  comes  to  us 
as  a monthly  magazine  of  thirty-two 
pages.  Dr.  David  McAllister,  of  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,  an  earnest  and  effective  ad- 
vocate of  the  Tause  it  represents  through 
the  whole  of  his  ministry,  has  made  the 
paper  a free  gift  to  the  National  Reform 
Association,  and,  it  has  been  placed  in 
charge  of  Dr.  T.  P.  Stevenson,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  as  Editor,  and  Dr.  R.  C. 
Wylie,  of  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.,  as  Associate 
Editor  and  Business  Manager,  both  favor- 
ably known  in  the  Church  as  scholarly 
ministers  of  the  New  Testament,  the  cen- 
tral idea  in  whose  preaching  is  the  Me- 
diatorial Crown  of  Jesus  Christ.  It 
should  not  be  necessary  to  remind  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
of  the  basal  principles  of  the  National  Re- 
form Association : The  moral  character 

and  accountability  of  the  nation,  the  au- 
thority of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
Ruler  of  Nations,  and  the  supremacy  of 
His  moral  laws.  But  for  the  sake  of  some 
of  our  readers  in  other  Christian  dc- 
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nominations,  we  quote  from  a leaflet  re- 
cently issued  the  special  undertakings  that 
at  the  present  time  are  engaging  its  at- 
tention : 

1.  Seeking  positive  moral  and  Christian 
training  in  the  public  schools,  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  duties  of  citizenship.  We  labor 
to  retain  the  Bible  in  the  schools;  to  se- 
cure the  reversal  of  decisions  against  it  in 
many  cities  and  in  some  entire  States,  and 
to  have  the  Ten  Commandments  taught  in 
all  the  schools  as  the  foundation  of  good 
citizenship. 

2.  The  maintenance  of  our  Sabbath 
laws,  and  the  better  observance  of  the 
Lord’s  Day  by  the  people.  At  the  present 
time  the  Association  is  organizing  a com- 
bined movement  of  Christian  forces 
throughout  the  nation  to  secure  the  aban- 
donment of  the  Sunday  newspapers. 

3.  The  Christian  reformation  of  our 
laws  relating  to  marriage  and  divorce. 

4.  The  securing  of  suitable  Christian 
acknowledgments  in  State  constitutions 
and  in  our  National  Constitution. 

5.  Guarding  the  sacredness  of  the  oath, 
and  the  suppression  of  profanity. 

6.  Promoting  the  temperance  reform 
and  the  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic. 

7.  The  better  observance  of  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day  and  the  acknowledgment  in 
Thanksgiving  proclamations  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  only  way  of  approach  to 
God. 

8.  Securing  right  and  Christian  action 
toward  our  new  possessions,  such  as  Porto 
Eico  and  the  Philippines,  especially  in  ref- 
erence to  moral  education  in  the  schools. 

The  Christian  Statesman  costs  only  $1 
a year,  and  its  appearance  and  contents 
demand  a wide  circulation.  Write  to  Rev. 
Dr.  R.  C.  Wylie,  Room  608  Publication 
Building,  209  Ninth  St.,  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
inclosing  a dollar,  and,  if  you  can  afford 
it,  fifty  dollars  for  a life-membership  in 
the  Association. 


— Mr.  John  A.  Dodds,  Beaver  Falls, 
Pa.,  has  sent  Olive  Trees 

The  Beginning  and  the  End  of  the 
Tithe  System.  Single  copies , 3 cents; 
five  or  more  at  the  rate  of  2 cents. 

This  is  a curiosity  in  the  literature  of 
Christian  giving.  If  it  does  not  begin,  it 
certainly  ought  to  end  all  further  dis- 
cussion of  the  tithe  system.  The  Scrip- 
ture quotations  are  very  instructive,  but 
their  application  and  several  expressions 
in  the  paper  indicate  that  the  author  has 
never  studied  the  subject  and  conse- 
quently does  not  clearly  understand  the 
law  of  the  tithe.  It  is  a painful  illustra- 
tion of  a man  going  to  the  Bible,  not  to 
learn  the  will  of  God,  but  to  see  if  he 
cannot  find  support  there  for  a previously 
conceived  opinion  of  his  own. 

We  are  glad,  however,  to  tell  our  read- 
ers where  the  leaflet  can  be  obtained  and 
the  price.  We  have  learned  to  respect  even 
the  mistaken  views  of  brethren  in  matters 
that  are  not  essential,  believing  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  directs  us  to  be  silent  rather 
than  discuss  them  into  deeper  perplexities. 

— The  Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.,  New 
York,  Chicago,  Toronto,  has  sent  us 

Missionary  Principles  and  Practices. 
Robert  E.  Speer.  Price , $1.50  net. 

The  Bible  in  Brazil.  Rev.  H.  C. 
Tucker.  Price,  $1.25  net. 

Topsy  Purvey  Land:  Arabia  Pictured 
for  Children.  A.  E.  and  S.  M.  Zwemer. 
Price,  75  cents  net. 

Fuller  notices  of  these  volumes  will  ap- 
pear in  next  issue. 

— The  friends  of  Rev.  N.  R.  Johnston, 
D.D.,  will  please  notice  that  his  address 
is  changed  to  504  Lexington  Avenue, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

— Olive  Trees  ought  to  be  in  every 
family  in  the  Church.  Only  50  cents  a year. 


MAP  OF  THE  MISSION  FIELDS  PRESBYraOAN^iUR-CH 

IN  SYRIA,  THE  ISLAND  OF  CYPRUS,  AND 
ADJOINING  PARTS  OF  TURKEY  IN  ASIA.... 

This  map  is  about  60  x 65  inches  in  size,  conforms  to  the  best  geographical  authorities  and  the 
workmanship  is  in  all  respects  of  standard  quality. 

It  indicates  by  distinctive  legends  the  location  and  relative  importance  of  towns  or  villages 
where  schools  are  or  have  been  in  operation. 

The  regular  price  of  the  map  is  $3.00. 

Sabbath  Schools  can  have  It  for  $2.00  and  13  centa  for  postage. 
ADDRESS 

OLIVE  TREES,  327  West  56th  Street,  New  York. 


H TPISTTPAT  A nnT  T TTOTr1  The  only  College  in  the 
VjrlljlN  JUi  V A UUljljJljLrllj.  u.  S.  under  control  of  the 

Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  O.  S. 


NEW  COURSES, 
NEW  FACILITIES, 
NEW  BUILDINGS, 


Our  papers  accepted  at  Columbia,  Princeton,  Cornell,  Michigan 
University.  Better  work  is  being  done,  year  by  year. 

Children  of  Clergymen  Have  Tuition  at  Half  Rates. 


Write  for  particulars  to 

W.  P.  JOHNSTON,  Pres. 

BEAVER  FALLS,  PA. 


Telephone,  2700  Franklin  Eetabllehed  1800 


WILLIAM  R.  JENKINS, 

Publisher,  Bookseller,  Stationer  and  Printer, 

Publisher  and  Importer  oi  FRENCH  BOOKS. 

851  & 853  SIXTH  AVENUE, 

*.  W.  Cor.  of  18th  Street,  INTTCW  YORK. 

CiRD  ENGRAVING,  STAMPING,  WEDDING  INVITATIONS, 
Motubes  and  picture  frauino. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 

MACKE  O W N * S 

EYESIGHT  TESTING  ROOMS  for  SPECTACLES. 

NEW  YORK: 

24  EAST  42d  STREET,  Branch,  16  JOHN  STREET, 

Telephone,  6643  38th  St.  Telephone,  956-Cortlandt. 

The  downtown  branch  will  be  a great  convenience  to 
many  of  our  patrons  who  find  it  difficult  to  come  to  our  j 
uptown  rooms,  and  especially  to  those  who  travel  by 
the  downtown  ferries. 

Glasses  made  at  one  place  can  be  duplicated  or  re- 
paired at  the  other,  either  by  mail,  telegram  or  'phone. 

J.  J.  ITIACKEOWN. 


The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and  . . . . 

Manufacturing  Stationers 

52  to  58  DUANE  STREET 

NEW  YORK 

Robert  L.  McClean.  Telephone,  13T7 — 38th  8t. 

WM.  MeCLEAN’S  SON, 

Funeral  Director,  . 

Licensed  Embalmer 

S69  SEVENTH  AVENUE, 

Bet.  hoth  and  hist  Streets.  NEW  YORK. 


WPITF  JAMES  s-  TIBBY.  Pittsburg,  Pa.  (P.  O 

' ^ Box  1022),  when  you  want  the  following  COVE- 

=■■  = NANTER  LITERATURE: 

PSALTERfe,  OLD  AND  NEW  VERSION  PSALMS. 

BOOK  OF  TESTIMONY  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

COVENANT  AND  PASTORAL  LETTER. 

MEMORIAL  VOLUME. 

CATALOGUE  OF  PROFESSORS  AND  STUDENTS  OF  THE 
SEMINARY. 

PSALM  SELECTIONS  FOR  CONVENTIONS  AND  SCHOOLS. 


O’NEILL’S 


VELVETEENS  and  CORDUROYS 

Velveteen  will  be  foremost  among  the  popular  dress 
fabrics  this  season,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 
It  will  be  specially  desirable  for  entire  costumes  and 
shirt  waists.  In  anticipation  of  the  great  demand  we 
knew  would  be  made  for  this  fabric,  we  secured  from  the 
best  English  maker  the  finest  line  of  Velveteens  ever 
shown  in  this  country.  They  are  here  now,  awaiting 
your  inspection. 

VELUTINA  (resembling  Silk  Velvet) 

This  is  the  best  known  English  Velveteen,  and  is 
noted  for  its  excellent  wearing  qualities  and  richness  of 
finish.  We  have  a most  magnificent  assortment. 

One  of  the  important  qualities  we  recommend  is 
the  24-inch  high-grade  Velutina.  It  comes  in  a very 
attractive  variety  of  street  and  evening  shades  and  black, 
at  the  very  attractive  price  of  $1.00  yard. 

BLACK  VELUTINA 

24  to  27  inches  wide,  at  $1.00,  1.25,  1.50,  1.75 
and  2.00  yard. 


Sixth  Ave.,  20th  to  21st  St.,  /N.  y . 


